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Olympic Organizing 
Committee Launched 

By Shan Jinliang 

The inaugural ceremony of the Beijing Organizing 
Committee of the Olympic Games (BOCOG) was held 
at the Great Hall of the People yesterday. Mayor Liu 
Qi was elected president. 

At the same time, a committee was established 
to supervise the organizing committee. Dr Jacques 
Rogge, President of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), sent congratulations saying the 
IOC will provide full assistance and cooperation to 
the Beijing Olympics. 

“All those on the committee must speak at least 
one foreign language,” said Liu. An English test is 
a must for all applicants, revealed an organizing 
committee official. Recruitment is ongoing and the 
committee staff will be enlarged to 5,000. 
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China Publishes 
WTO Documents 

By Shan Jinliang 

With entry into the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) on Tuesday, Beijingers can at last gain access 
to the detailed terms of the agreement - in English. 

“Compilation of the Legal Instruments on Chi- 
na’s Accession to the World Trade Organization” 
was issued in English on the “China and WTO” 
column of www.moftec.gov.cn, the China’s official 
website of MOFTEC (Ministry of Foreign Trade 
and Economic Cooperation) on December 10. 

The legal documents detailing the final agreement 
were published this week when MOFTEC decided to 
share the regulations with the Chinese people. 

MOFTEC owns the rights to the Chinese trans- 
lation. That translation will eventually be pub- 
lished at an unspecified date by the People’s 
Publishing House while the Chinese-English ver- 
sion will be published by the Law Press China, 
said an un-named MOFTEC official. In any case, 
the Chinese version is invalid in settling legal dis- 
putes, the official explained. 

He added the high need for accuracy in transla- 
tion had delayed release of the Chinese language 
version after receipt from WTO headquarters on 
November 23. 
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Historic gridlock grips frozen city 


By Shan Jinliang 

The next millimeter is due on 
Tuesday. 

It took just 10 millimeters by 10 
pm to stop the capital city dead on Fri- 
day, the day the Beijing media dubbed 
“December 7 Gridlock” or “the biggest 
car exhibition in Beijing history,” as 
one Internet wag later put it. 

Beijing Meteorological Observato- 
ry (BMO) had not predicted it, catch- 
ing the whole city off guard. 

“I did not do a good job,” said bu- 
reau director Yun Yaonan. 

Miss Yang, a meteorologist at the 
Beijing Meteorological Observatory, 
said there will be another 1 millime- 
ter of snow in the south of the city on 
Tuesday or Wednesday next week. 

But upon further questioning, she 
refused to give her full name and 
asked Beijing Today to call back 
the chief meteorologist Sun Jisong 
for further information. Upon being 
called, Sun refused to predict the 
next snowfall. 

Slip sliding 

It began 1pm on Friday, “a typi- 
cal light snow”, said Zhang Mingyin, 
a Beijing Meteorological Observato- 
ry official. The highest temperature 
on the road surface was -1 degree 
Centigrade, converting snow to ice 
almost the instant the first wheel 
rolled over it. 

More than 50 patients, mostly with 
fractures, were admitted to Jishuitan 
Hospital in Xicheng District. Road 
gritting did not start until 6 pm, said 
Lu Zhiping, who works for a city street 
cleaning company responsible for the 
ring roads. Cars, buses and minibus- 
es became stuck to the road. Roads 
resembled ice rinks glinting in the 
6 pm streetlight, and it was around 
this time most commuters began their 
long, long journeys home. 

Most commuters spent 3-5 times 
longer than usual reaching their des- 
tination. By 8pm, Third Ring Road 


traffic was backed up thousands of 
meters. Some cars averaged a meter 
every 10 minutes. 

Bus drivers tried and failed to 
climb the steep flyover at Dongzhi- 
men in east Beijing. But despite 
police efforts with straw cushions, 
wheels were spinning like windmills 
all across the city. 

A Beijing Public Transportation 
Company official said the company ex- 
tended its regular bus operations by 
six hours on Friday night. And the 
passengers who got off the bus to try 
for a taxi perhaps made the biggest 
mistake of all that night. 

The chaos came about from a com- 
bination of causes, said a Beijing 
Public Security Bureau of Traffic Ad- 
ministration official. First, the timing: 
snow came at peak commute for the 
weekend. Second, the growth in mo- 
tor vehicle ownership. Third, the ice- 
covered flyovers and road junctions. 

Action faster than words 

More snow fell at 11 pm on Tues- 
day. At that time, most Beijingers 
were safely tucked up in bed, accord- 
ing to official statistics. Relevant de- 
partments all made relevant promises 
to be better prepared when the next 
snowstorm strikes. 

“Forty street cleaning vehicles are 
ready for action, and environment- 
friendly grit of 400 tons has been 
prepared,” said Lu Zhiping, an of- 
ficial from Beijing Cleaning Group. 
There will be special routes in the 
Chang’an thoroughfare and the ring 
roads for the snow sweepers to go, 
said Lu. At the same time, they will 
try to contact the BMO for the latest 
weather information. 

All the city traffic police will be 
ready for any emergency, said the city’s 
traffic administrative departments on 
Monday. Dregs will also be used to as- 
sist in the operation. The Beijing Traf- 
fic Radio will be well prepared for live 
weather and traffic broadcasts. 


China to Cut Tariffs 

China is to cut the average level of import tar- 
iffs from 15.3 to 12 percent by the end of 2002, the 
Ministry of Finance announced on Tuesday. 

The reduction of tariffs will begin January 1, 
2002. The Chinese government has decided to low- 
er the tariff rates of 5,300 items in 2002, account- 
ing for 73 percent of total tariffs. According to the 
Tariff Policy Commission of the State Council: 

■ the average tariff for industrial products will 
be lowered to 11.6 percent 

■ the average tariff for agricultural products 
excluding aquatic products will be lowered to 15.8 
percent 

■ the average tariff for aquatic products will be 
lowered to 14.3 percent 

■ among imported industrial products, the av- 
erage tariff for crude and refined oil will be lowered 
to 6.1 percent 

■ timber, paper and paper product tariffs will 
be lowered to 8.9 percent 

■ textile and garments tariffs will be lowered to 

17.6 percent 

■ chemical products tariffs will be lowered to 
7.9 percent 

■ transport vehicles tariffs will be lowered to 
17.4 percent 

■ machinery tariffs will be lowered to 9.6 per- 
cent 

■ electronic products tariffs will be lowered to 

10.7 percent 

■ There will be a reduction of more than 25 per- 

cent in the average tariff of aquatic products, oil, 
timber, paper, paper products, chemical products, 
transport vehicles, machinery and electronic prod- 
ucts. (Xinhua) 
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Li Dongli has dedicated all 
her youth and energy to help- 
ing those suffering emotional 
pain. 

Page 9 


Is cross talk dying out? Cross 
talk master Ma Sanli has given 
an answer in his farewell perfor- 
mance on December 8. 
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'Test-tube-baby’ Technology 
Approved with Conditions 


By Xiao Kong 

Six medical institutions in 
Zhejiang and Jiangsu provinces 
and Chongqing Municipality were 
approved for the first time by the 
Ministry of Public Health (MPH) 
last Wednesday to develop human 
assisted reproductive technology 
(HART), and establish human 
sperm banks. 

The approval comes after a 


strict inspection system on HART 
and human sperm bank technol- 
ogy (HSBT), which was announced 
by MPH this August. 

The Ministry issued two reg- 
ulations on the management of 
HART and HSBT services in Feb- 
ruary this year, as well as a series 
of inspecting and granting proce- 
dures. 

No organizations or individuals 


will be allowed to provide HART 
or HSBT services without permits 
from the central and provincial 
health administrations, according 
to the inspection system. 

“The market must be regulated. 
Otherwise the technology could be 
abused and the market may grow 
out of control, causing many social, 
ethical and legal problems,” said 
Yu Xiucheng, a science and tech- 


nology official in the MPH. 

A recent survey by the MPH 
showed that there are 44 human 
sperm banks and a total of 400 to 
500 institutions conducting HART 
in China, most of which are located 
in the eastern coastal areas and 
developed areas. 

HART is also known as “Test- 
tube-baby” technology, referring 
to the scientific manipulation of 


sperm, zygotes and embryos to pro- 
duce impregnation. Sources from 
MPH indicate that about one mil- 
lion Chinese couples want to try 
HART services at present and the 
figure is expected to go up in the 
future. 

Chinese doctors conducted the 
first successful artificial insemina- 
tion in 1982 and the first test-tube- 
baby was bom in Beijing in 1988. 
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Customers watch the live broadcast of the hearing 


Price Hearing in Live 
Broadcasting Debut 


By Xiao Rong 

The 2002 Spring Festival Period Road Pas- 
senger Transport Price Hearing of Guangdong 
province was broadcast live by China Central 
Television (CCTV) last Saturday, the first time a 
regional price hearing in China has been aired on 
national television. 

The price meeting has aroused nationwide 
attention, despite being regional, since Guang- 
dong is one of China’s largest labor force markets. 
And the Spring Festival is the time for reunion 
in China, so thousands of workers in Guangdong 
are eager to return to their homes. 

Each year during the Spring Festival, 50 mil- 
lion people are on the move on Guangdong’s roads, 
with the figure likely to reach 60 
million in 2002. 

The hearing focused mainly 
on the validity of the rise in price 
for road transport in Guang- 
dong, the appropriate increase 
rate, customer rights to infor- 
mation regarding the true oper- 
ating capital and big profits of 
transportation enterprises and 
the possibility of introducing 
other ways apart from price 
rising to strengthen transport 
capabilities. 

Sponsored by Guandong Com- 
modity Price Bureau (GCPB), the 
hearing has invited 33 represen- 
tatives ranging from customers, 
transportation operators, govern- 
mental and social organizations 
and experts in law and econom- 
ics. 

GCPB is to collect the records 
of the hearing in a week and 
will issue the final decision on 
price increase by the end of this 
month. 

More reasonable hearing 
procedure underway 

Although the hearing has proved 
to be a success, Ma Huaide, profes- 
sor from China University of Pol- 
itics and Law, still appealed the 
Administrative Procedure Law to 
be set up soon in China. 

“A judicial procedure of the hearing should 
be established. To achieve this, the objectivity 
of the sponsor, the professional investigation 
before the hearing, and the real adoption by 
the policy-making government departments of 
those suggestions all need to be improved,” Pro- 
fessor Ma told the Beijing Today reporter. 

Qiu Jianguo from China Consumer’s Asso- 
ciation also talked about the necessity to 
guarantee the independence and justice of 
the sponsor. “The operating enterprises and 
its leading organizations should act as the 
applicant of the hearing instead of being the 
sponsor. And those top governmental organi- 
zations that are directly in charge of commod- 
ity prices must remain independent and fair 
as the sponsor.” 


Who are the appropriate representa- 
tives? 

“The representative should be the parties 
directly concerned with the hearing instead of 
unrelated ones who cannot speak for the interests 
of both parties,” Ma stated. 

He said that careful preparation work must be 
done before the hearing on the part of the repre- 
sentatives to ensure efficiency. “An independent 
medium is needed to inspect the accuracy of the 
investigation materials, especially the operating 
capitals of enterprises,” said Ma. 

“According to practices of western countries, cer- 
tain lawyers will be invited to act as representatives 
of relevant parties, which can present a more pro- 
fessional performance,” said Ma. 

Qiu Jianguo took the view 
that the representatives of con- 
sumers should be recommended 
by the Consumer’s Association to 
truly represent the benefits of the 
majority. “The choosing of appro- 
priate representatives of consum- 
ers can no doubt lead to the 
protection of the legitimate con- 
sumers’ rights,” Qiu said. 

Media to promote the hear- 
ing system 

Professor Ma emphasized that 
media participation can help 
ensure the hearing remain open 
and just. “Exaggeration should be 
avoided, but the problem is rather 
that there has not been enough 
media intervention in China.” 

Wu Guangqiu, producer of the 
broadcast from CCTV, expressed 
his satisfaction towards the pro- 
gram and the positive response 
from audiences. 

“The price hearing system 
tends to be more public and dem- 
ocratic, which can be shown from 
the entire cooperation of SDPC 
and Guangdong provincial gov- 
ernment during the production of 
the program,” said Wu. 

But Wu promised to disclose 
those price hearings that have 
proved to be mere formalities. 

When asked about the comments on the live 
broadcast of the hearing, an official from the Civil 
Aviation Administration of China told the reporter 
that they had no plan for a passenger ticket price 
increase up till now. But a price hearing would be 
held if there were such plan for the Spring Festi- 
val, he said. 

Right after the live broadcast, the Ministry of 
Railways asked for the tape of the program from 
CCTV through private channels. As to the rail- 
way ticket price increase, which is routine for each 
Spring Festival, and the possibility of holding a 
similar price hearing, the Ministry refused to dis- 
close any details. 

SDPC also announced Wednesday that the 
price hearing is a must for any planned price 
increase in road passenger transport in China. 


A price inspection system 
was first established in 1993 
in Shenzhen of South China’s 
Guangdong province, 
demanding that the 
government should solicit 
opinions from consumers, 
operators and experts for the 
price of those commodities 
and services that are closely 
related with ordinary life. 

“The Price Law of PRC”, 
which was promulgated in 
1998, first legitimizes the price 
hearing system in China. 

On August 1,2001, a 
provisional regulation on the 
hearing of governmental price 
policy-making was 
announced by the State 
Development Planning 
Commission (SDPC). 

A new price hearing list 
was also published by SDPC 
on November 23, 2001, 
stipulating that a price hearing 
sponsored by SDPC is 
required for the formulation 
of electricity fees, railway 
and civil aviation passenger 
transport ticket prices, and 
telecom charges. 


APIEL to Challenge TOEFL 


By Xiao Rong 

A new English qualification 
test titled Advanced Placement 
International English Language 
(APIEL) has become a hot topic 
this week for Chinese students 
who wish to pursue university 
study in English speaking coun- 
tries. 

Jointly introduced by the U.S. 
College Board and Educational 
Testing Service (ETS), APIEL 
is expected to make its debut on 
May 10, 2002, according to Dr. 
Theresa Chang-whei Jen, Associ- 
ate Director of International Ser- 
vice of the U.S. College Board. 

However, an official from the 
Testing Center of China’s Min- 
istry of Education said APIEL 
will not enter China as soon as 
that, for academic cooperation 
requires grants from the rele- 
vant administrative departments 
of both countries. 

Yet two leading English 
training institutions in China 
have expressed concern about the 
imminent APIEL. 

“We will promote new training 
programs aiming at APIEL once 
it is approved to come to China,” 
said Ms. Gui of Shanghai Qianjin 
Foreign Language School. 


New Oriental School, another 
famous English language train- 
ing institution in China, also 
stated that they would quickly 
and efficiently develop a high- 
quality APIEL exam training pro- 
gram once its introduction to 
China was confirmed. 

“Due to the recent impact 
of IELTS to TOEFL, ETS has 
decided to reform by developing 
APIEL, which improves a lot on 
speaking and writing ability com- 
pared to TOEFL. So the promo- 
tion of APIEL can be seen as 
a kind of propaganda strategy 
by ETS to compete with IELTS,” 
Jiang Bo, general supervisor of 
New Oriental School told the 
Beijing Today reporter. 

However, Jiang said TOEFL 
will still play a dominant role 
in China’s exam market in the 
next five years as APIEL waits to 
be further developed as an emer- 
gent examining system. 

“Whether TOEFL or APIEL, 
it’s just a matter of choice for 
students and enrolling universi- 
ties. What matters most is that 
examinees can benefit from an 
exam system by developing real 
communication skills in English,” 
Jiang added. 



One of the ubiquitous advertisements for TOEFL in University 
campus Photo by Qu Liyan 


Postal Donations 
Questioned by Beijingers 


By Xiao Rong 

Raising donations through the 
post has been questioned by some 
Beijingers who called Beijing 
Youth Daily recently for further 
investigation. 

The letters were from the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), asking recipients to 
donate money for children of poor 
regions for hepatitis vaccination. 
Attached were a showing letter, 
a feedback table and a money 
order from the Post Office. 

People who received these let- 
ters, though glad to help those 
poor children, were afraid at the 
same time that the letter may 
have been faked under the name 
of UNICEF, for although the let- 
ters had a Shanghai postmark, 
the senders’ addresses were all 
from Beijing. 

Mr. Charles from the China 
Representative Office of UNICEF 
confirmed the practice, explain- 
ing that it was only a prelimi- 
nary test run of a postal donation 
program that will be organized 
by UNICEF. 

As a non-profit welfare orga- 
nization, UNICEF has been 
approved by the State Council 
to launch donation activities in 
China, according to Mr. Charles. 

“Postal donation has been very 
popular outside China, but the 
response rate is rather low in 


developed countries due to the 
abuse of junk mail. We just want 
to prove whether it will work in 
China,” said Charles. 

A total of 100,000 letters have 
been sent to Beijing, Shanghai, 
and Guangzhou by some business 
consulting companies entrusted 
by UNICEF. 55 people have 
sent back their donations by 
way of mailing, remit and credit 
cards, most of which were from 
Beijing. 



UNICEF official shows the letters 
to the reporter Photo by Qu Liyan 


Interest Rate 
to Remain Stable 

China’s financial authorities 
have no immediate plans to cut 
the interest rate of the renminbi, 
said Dai Xianglong, governor of 
the People’s Bank of China on 
Monday. 

The announcement was made 
in response to rumors that the 
country is considering an inter- 
est rate cut to inflate its sagging 
economic growth. ‘We believe the 
rates are at an appropriate level 
at present,” Dai said. 

Supporters of a renminbi rate 
cut said it was necessary to 
ensure firms continue to invest, 
and that consumers continue to 
consume. 

China’s economic growth slid 
from 8.1% to 7.6% during the 
first three quarters of this year 
and needs a shot in the arm to 
stay healthy. 

The supporters’ voices grew 
louder when the U.S. dollar inter- 
est rate fell below that of the ren- 
minbi in October. 

But Dai said interest rate poli- 
cies on national and foreign curren- 
cies are not linked. “Our interest 
rates for foreign currencies follow 
those on the international mar- 
kets, but the interest fluctuations 
of the renminbi are decided accord- 
ing to our needs in macroeconomic 
adjustment and control.” 

The US dollar one-year time 
deposit rate at Chinese banks 
now stands at 1.25%, while the 
rate for the renminbi is 2.25%. 

(Xinhua) 

New Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Appointed 

By Xiao Rong 

Kong Quan, the new direc- 
tor of the Information Depart- 
ment of China’s Foreign Ministry 
(FM), will appear as FM spokes- 
man next January. 

Kong made his debut Monday 
evening at the Ministry’s new 
year reception which was held 
for foreign embassy press offi- 
cials and Chinese and foreign 
journalists. 

Former director of the Infor- 
mation Department Zhu Bang- 
zao bid farewell to the guests 
and introduced the new director 
Kong Quan. 

Kong Quan extended a 
welcoming speech, hoping to 
receive further support from the 
guests. 

Born in South China’s Guang- 
dong province, Kong Quan has 
learnt French since childhood 
and has been to Belgium for 
study. During his work in FM, 
he stayed in Europe for a long 
time, acting as the diplomat in 
the Chinese Embassy to Bel- 
gium and France, according to 
China News Service. 

Kong Quan was vice director 
of the Department of West Euro- 
pean Affairs before taking over 
as director of the Information 
Department. 

Zhu Bangzao will be 
appointed as China’s ambassa- 
dor to the Republic of Tunisia, 
according to China News Ser- 
vice. 

Diamond Tariffs 
to be Lifted 

By Xiao Rong 

Tariffs on diamond imports 
will be abolished from January 
1, 2002 for diamonds declared 
at the customs of Shanghai Dia- 
mond Exchange. 

The import duties of dia- 
monds will be cut from 3% to 
zero while the consumption tax, 
which was formally collected 
at the import and processing 
stage, will be postponed until 
the retailing stage at a reduced 
rate of 5% from the former 
10%, according to Fang Xiong, 
deputy chairman of Shanghai 
Diamond Exchange Administra- 
tion Office. 

The 17% value-added tax will 
remain the same after the adjust- 
ment, however. And the tariff for 
rough diamonds will go down 
to 17% from the current 33.9%, 
while the tariff for polished dia- 
monds will be reduced from 
41.7% to 17%. 

‘We hope the new taxation 
policy conforming with interna- 
tional practice can act as an impe- 
tus for the overall development 
of the diamond market,” said 
Fang. 
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Microsoft 
Plans to Stay 

By Zhao Yijiang 

Microsoft will stay in Zhong- 
guancun, China’s ‘Silicon Val- 
ley 5 , for at least another half 
year, revealed Microsoft China’s 
vice-president Liu Bizuo on De- 
cember 9. Microsoft has extend- 
ed their rental contract with 
Xigema Buildings for another 
six months. 

Recent media reports had 
speculated that Microsoft would 
leave Zhongguancun in the near 
future, since the business envi- 
ronment and infrastructure are 
too limited. The software colos- 
sus at present has to hold its 
press conferences at the World 
Trade Center, on the other side 
of town. 

Liu denied that Microsoft 
had already decided to move out 
however. He confirmed they had 
been looking for a new site re- 
cently as the current office space 
was not able to accommodate 
more than 500 people. As for 
the business environment, Liu 
considers the traffic conditions 
and office building standards 
to have improved dramatically, 
compared to four years ago. 

“It is purely a commercial ac- 
tion to choose a new office: what 
we care about is the rent, capac- 
ity and quality of the new build- 
ing,” Liu added. 


PDA OS Interloper 

Penbex 

Challenges 

Microsoft 

By Yang Xiao 

To challenge Microsoft is a 
tough job. Everyone fails includ- 
ing Netscape, Wu Shihong and 
American Justice Nevertheless, 
new challengers still gather at 
the castle of Microsoft. Penbex 
is one such example. 

This Wednesday Penbex 
called in a dozen Personal Dig- 
ital Assistant (PDA) manufac- 
turers in Beijing to hold the 
2002 PDA Trend Forum. The 
general manager Zuo Yongning 
believes, “Although the Chinese 
PDA market is getting weaker 
and weaker, PDAs with Penbex 
Operating System (OS) can 
achieve a 30% growth in 2002.” 

Penbex is a small hi-tech 
company in Taiwan. It was 
founded in 1998 and specializes 
in OS software and platforms. 
Since OS is the core technology 
in PDA, Microsoft OS Windows 
CE holds a key position in the 
world of PDA as well as in Chi- 
na. But since this year, some 
manufacturers have changed to 
Penbex, such as Haier, Founder, 
TCL. Haier’s manager says at 
the forum that their new prod- 
uct, Xiaochaolong 1100, takes 
a “more convenient and more 
functional” Penbex OS. 


Intel 

Holds Digital 
Creativity Contest 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Fancy creating digital audio 
and video programs, and three 
dimension cartoon films by your- 
self? It’s cool! 

Intel announced its global 
“2001-2002 Intel Digital Cre- 
ativity Competition” recently 
and Intel China launched this 
program in Beijing last Friday. 

You can log in at 
www.intelcreate.com, submit 
your works or bring your vision 
products, films or photos to the 
nearly one thousand Intel tech- 
nical supporting outlets all over 
China. With the help of Intel’s 
Pentium 4, you can make a mul- 
timedia product of your own. 
Products include private photo 
albums, family videos, VCDs 
and digital greeting cards. 

By providing all technical 
support and sponsoring such a 
competition, Intel aims at fur- 
ther promoting its powerful Pen- 
tium 4 around the world. Intel 
believes its Pentium 4 still has 
a great potential market to ex- 
plore before the launch of new 
chips. 


Greencool Denies 


By James Young 

Gu Chujun, chairman of refrigerant distributor Gre- 
encool Technologies Holdings denied talk that he was 
selling shares in the company and dismissed Caijing (fi- 
nance) Magazine's article which helped send the compa- 
ny’s shares down over 34% by the end of Wednesday. 

Gu built Greencool on his formula for a super-efficient 
refrigerant claiming to be ozone-friendly, he said at a 
news conference in Beijing on Monday to address allega- 
tions made by Beijing’s Caijing Magazine. 

Gu’s responses 

The story by the influential semi-official magazine, 
published by the China’s Stock Exchange Executive Coun- 
cil, questioned the effectiveness of Greencool’s main re- 
frigerant product and interviewed a number of 
customers who said they were dissatisfied with it. 

The story, along with rumors that Gu was plan- 
ning to sell some of his shares revealed by Re- 
uters, helped pound Greencool stock down 19.15% 
to HK$2.875 on last Thursday on heavy turnover 
of HK$223.5 million shares. The stock fell as low as 
HK$2.60. Greencool is one of the brightest stars on 
Hong Kong’s Growth Enterprise Market, and had 
risen over 90% this year. 

Another influence is that the acquisition with 
Kelon has ceased. Caijing says the relevant banks 
have stopped the loans to Greencool. Greencool ar- 
ranged an urgent press conference this Monday. 

At the conference Gu Chujun appeared to clarify 
the matter. “Our accounts are under Big5 Arthur 
Anderson’s audit, so we promise there are no faults 
in annual reports. Our profit comes from the energy 
savings customers make, when they use our prod- 
ucts rather than arising from our 125 projects. 

The rapid progress of our income and profit is rea- 
sonable.” Six customers also proved that they use 
Greencool products well in contrast to Caijing’s re- 
port. Caijing says these companies are not satisfied with 
Greencool’s refrigerant. One company representative He 
Suming from Zhuhai, Guangdong Prov. says at the con- 
ference, “To shift to use Greencool’s refrigerant has saved 
energy. We have decided to keep on using it.” 

Beijing Today called Greencool’s vice general manager 
Yan Yousong on Tuesday. Yan hopes the Monday conference 
would change the image of Greencool. He said, “Over 80 me- 
dia came to our conference. We hope the media could report 
our company in a positive way. Since Caijing’s article con- 
tains a lot of mistakes and misunderstandings, we are suf- 
fering a ‘911’ attack.” 

Caijing’s opinion 

Caijing’s article was derived from Guangdong Kelon 
Electrical Holdings’ acquisition. At the end of October, Kelon 
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Though successful, Gu Chujun is still kept on his toes by the media 

Photo by Caijing 


announced it would sell the major shares to Greencool. 

The article set at least four queries on the efficacy and 
credit standing of the company. 

Caijing investigated the company profile that shows Gre- 
encool is the third largest refrigerant distributor in the 
world after Dupont and ELF Group. It owns 25% of the Eu- 
ropean market, 10% of the North American market, and 
50% of the Asian market. It aims at 99% of the Chinese mar- 
ket next year. The article questions: if the company has such 
a lot of market shares, why do so few people know about the 


company/ 

Secondly the chairman Gu Chujun has two ver- 
sions of biology. One source from the company said 
he is an inventor for the refrigerant since late 
1990s. The other said he is just a businessman who 
sold “Xiaokang” air-conditioner that was banned by 
the government for its inferior quality. 

Thirdly experts say Gu’s formula for his refrig- 
erant is just a copy from Laurence Formula. 

The most important is the profit matter. Gre- 
encool makes a miracle. In 1998 the income was 
110,000 yuan. But two years later its income in- 
creased 3300 fold at 364 million yuan. Caijing cal- 
culates the company’s total 125 refrigerant projects 
only create 13 million yuan. 

Acquisition funding questioned 

Analysts said the market was rife with talk that 
Gu needed to sell shares to raise funds to complete 
his private $67 million purchase of a 20.64% 
controlling stake in Chinese refrigerator and 
air conditioner maker Kelon. 

The move will allow Greencool to tap the 
distribution power of one of China’s best-known 
appliance makers. Gu will become chairman of 
Kelon. 

Gu said he has already deposited 100 mil- 
lion yuan and has made arrangements to pro- 
r | vide the rest of the 560 million yuan purchase 
price, without disclosing the source of 
the funds. “In the short term I will not 
sell my personal stake in Greencool,” 
he told analysts in a recording of the 
call monitored by Reuters. 

Sun Hung Kai Research analyst Odelia Leung 
said she believes that Gu will successfully disprove 
his critics about the efficacy of the Greencool refrig- 
erants, but remains concerned about a share sale. 

“I’m not so worried about its product quality, but 
whether Gu will sell shares to finance his acquisi- 
tion is another matter,” she said. 

Nonetheless, Leung said she is maintaining a 
buy recommendation on Greencool shares, adding that 
the drop presents an opportunity to pick up shares 
more cheaply. She said she believed that the company’s 
business model was sound. Most of the company’s revenues 
come from replacement of refrigerants for corporate custom- 
ers in exchange for a portion of the electricity savings gener- 
ated by the new product. 

The refrigerants are actually produced by a private com- 
pany owned by Gu in China, then distributed by Greencool. 

This Wednesday the share price for Greencool dropped to 
HK$2.30. 


WEIL 


Lin Yifu: Biz Titan’s Intellect 


By Yang Xiao 

Lin Yifu, a Taiwanese who 
sailed across the strait to the 
mainland in 1999, now enjoys a 
high status in China. 

From Taiwan to Beijing 

There is little information 
about Lin’s early life. Some 
reports from Hong Kong re- 
vealed that he was a patriot- 
ic captain of the Nationalist 
Party - KMT. He attended 
a course of agricultural me- 
chanics at Taiwan Universi- 
ty, transferred and acquired 
a Master’s Degree from the 
Business Management Re- 
search Center of Taiwan Po- 
litical University in 1978. At 
that time he hoped to keep up with the 
mainland’s drastic reform, and so settled 
on the mainland in 1979. 

He pursued further studies in Peking 
University. 

In 1986 Lin acquired the doctorate at 
Beijing, then continued with post-doctor- 
ate program work in Economic Growth 
Center under Yale University in 1987. 

In that same year he took his family 
back for China for permanent residence 
as the first doctor of economics returning 
from the west since China’s initiation of 
reform and opening up. 

In the early 1990s, Lin was admitted 
to the Faculty of Economics, Chicago Uni- 
versity and pursued his doctorate pro- 
gram under the tutorship of Prof. Schulz, 
a Nobel Prize winner of economics. 

After returning home he sponsored 
the establishment of China Center For 
Economic Research at Peking University 
(CCER) 1994. 

New center 

The CCER aims to mobilize domestic 
and international resources in order to 
bring together a group of well-trained 
economists to make contributions to eco- 
nomic education and research at Peking 
University. 

In 1994, when the center just opened, 
there were only several classrooms. But 
seven years later, due to a Taiwan cap- 
italist Wan Zhong donating millions of 
dollars, the center became a group of old 
fashioned buildings with advanced CAI 


equipment. 

“It is really a good place for 
research and exchange,” Lin Yifu 
really loves his new decorated 
center. He told Beijing Today in 
an interview last Wednesday 
that his “Dream for Red Man- 
sion” was finally realized. The 
dream took root in this cen- 
ter. 

Rich friends 

The center quickly became 
a gregarious party venue for 
economists and business ti- 
tans. At the opening ceremony 
the guests included China’s 
richest man who owns $1 bil- 
lion, Liu Yonghao, TV host 
and a satellite-TV boss Yang 
Lan, former gymnastics athlete and gar- 
ment provider Li Ning, and real estate 
leader Feng Lun and other scores of mil- 
lionaires. 

This is a great opportunity to photog- 
raphers, because most of them are rarefy 
seen in the same place and time. Lin ex- 
plained, “They are all my friends for no 
particular reason. We think it an uncom- 
mon opportunity for all of us. Business- 
men need advise, especially regarding 
possible changes in governmental poli- 
cies. It will influence their companies. 

“On the other hand I need to find spe- 
cific business case matter for my future 
research topics. So we will go on holding 
such gatherings.” 

New direction of research 

Lin is so busy. He has just come back 
from Hong Kong, but in one or two weeks 
has to take another trip. 

During the one hour interview Lin 
discussed almost every popular topic on 
Chinese economics, from macro to micro 
levels. He said, “I believe any economist 
has a way of making analysis. So at each 
topic I have my persistent view. I will do 
my research with the view.” Within one or 
two years he is aiming to set up self-run- 
ning enterprises in developing countries. 

“Now Chinese economists have a lot of 
topics to research compared with devel- 
oped countries like the US because China 
is undergoing a furious pace of reform. So 
economists will hold an important role in 
the future.” 
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‘Hidden 
Waits to 

By Sun Zhen 

Advertisements for air ticket dis- 
counts have been splashed across some 
Beijing newspapers recently. 

An air ticket from Beijing to Shang- 
hai usually priced at 1,040 yuan can 
now be purchased for 670 yuan, a 35% 
discount. When asked whether the dis- 
count was permitted by the Civil Avia- 
tion Administration of China (CAAC), a 
ticket agent replied, “This kind of ticket 
discount is an open secret and it seems 
that CAAC has no effective way to re- 
solve it.” 

‘Hidden discount’ 

“Hidden discounts” 
occurred when tickets 
are sold below the offi- 
cial price, although the 
original price remains 
printed on the ticket. 

“Hidden discounts” on 
air tickets have become 
a hot issue over the 
last couple of years. 

Disregarding the re- 
peated discount bans 
of CAAC, some region- 
al airlines still sell 
discounted tickets 
stealthily in order to 
win price wars. Such 
action seriously dis- 
turbs market order, 
while also stimulating 
corruption. 

On the one hand, under the strict su- 
pervision of CAAC, small airlines have 
to adopt hidden discounts to make the 
price on the ticket lawful. So the differ- 
ence between the price on the ticket and 
the actual price makes the real income 
of airlines far less than their ostensible 
income. But these airlines must hand 
in the construction funds of civil avia- 
tion, sales tax and other taxes according 
to their ostensible income, which adds a 
heavy burden to the shoulders of these 
already sluggish airlines. 

On the other hand, some passengers 
make a profit from the price gap when 


Discount’ 
Come out 

applying for reimbursement from their 
employer, and some ticket agents make 
use of it to obtain huge unlawful profits. 
Restrictive factors 

“Under the administration system of 
CAAC, airlines are not the main part of 
the market,” said Chen Xiaoning, the di- 
rector of the research division of CAAC, 
“Although they have the responsibility 
to guarantee and raise capital, the final 
duty remains with CAAC. So sometimes 
the goal of these airlines is not making 
profits, but market expanding. This is 
why CAAC wants to 
strengthen the admin- 
istration of pricing.” 
Many people includ- 
ing some experts con- 
sider that the existing 
price system cannot 
adapt to the fast de- 
velopment of civil avi- 
ation, so it is time for 
the market to decide 
the price. But CAAC 
has its own view. It 
says that there are still 
many factors restrict- 
ing the ticket market. 
Firstly, the market 
mechanism is not per- 
fect and the sales 
channels are chaotic. 
Secondly, many air- 
lines lack the capacity 
of self-restraint. Third- 
ly, some distribution agencies don’t 
operate according to the relevant regu- 
lations. 

Murky tomorrow 

In order to abate the chaos to some 
extent, CAAC wants to make its policy 
flexible once in a while. In March, CAAC 
for the first time permitted domestic air- 
lines to cut airfares on seven of the na- 
tion’s busiest air traffic routes to help 
them attract more travelers. Encouraged 
by favorable market response, CAAC 
permitted the carriers to give discounts 
again in May of up to 40% on eight ad- 
ditional domestic routes. 



Discount Ads eat up local newspaper 
room Photo hy Chen Shuyi 
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Overseas Banks Cash in on WTO 


China allowed overseas 
financial institutions in Shang- 
hai and Shenzhen to engage 
in Renminbi business as of 
December 11, the day the coun- 
try formally became a member 
of WTO, according to the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China (PBOC), 
the country’s central bank, in 
Beijing on December 9. 

Meanwhile, overseas finan- 
cial institutions in Tianjin and 
Dalian were allowed to apply 
to engage in Renminbi business 
starting the same day, accord- 
ing to PBOC sources. 

The fresh opening move will 
be completed according to the 
terms of China’s accession to 
WTO. 

China will allow overseas 
financial institutions to pro- 
vide foreign exchange services 
to all units and individuals 
within the country’s borders, on 


condition that the institutions 
accordingly increase their oper- 
ating capital or minimum cap- 
ital requirements, and change 
their operation licenses. 

But aside from the cities 
mentioned above, local currency 
transactions will continue to be 
limited to foreign customers. The 
restrictions will be gradually 
lifted during a five-year period 
from China joining the WTO. 

Starting on December 11, 
overseas non-banking financial 
institutions may apply to estab- 
lish companies in China spe- 
cializing in car credit purchase 
services in accordance with reg- 
ulations soon to be publicized 
by the PBOC. 

Overseas investors will also 
be allowed to apply to establish 
companies providing financial 
leasing services in China, PBOC 
sources said. (Xinhua) 


Foreign Securities Institutions 
to Engage in B-Shares 


The China Securities Reg- 
ulatory Commission (CSRC) 
announced Chinese securities 
sector’s major promises to the 
WTO on December 11. 

The promises are as follows, 
according to a spokesman for 
the commission: 

— Overseas securities insti- 
tutions may directly engage 
in transactions of Chinese B 
shares. 

— Overseas securities insti- 
tutions’ agents in China can 
become special members of all 
Chinese bourses. 

— Overseas institutions will 
be allowed to establish coopera- 
tive companies engaging in the 
management of domestic securi- 
ties investment funds. The pro- 
portion of overseas funds will 
be limited within 33% initially, 
and no more than 49% within 


the post-entry three years. 

— Also within the same 
period, overseas securities com- 
panies will be allowed to set 
up cooperative companies, with 
the overseas investment pro- 
portion to be limited within one 
third of the whole. 

The cooperative companies 
can engage in the underwriting 
of Chinese A-shares, the under- 
writing and trading of B-shares, 
H-shares, and government and 
cooperate bonds, the commis- 
sion spokesman said, adding 
that they can even launch foun- 
dations. 

The spokesman noted that 
the opening of the securities 
sector and opening of the secu- 
rities market are two different 
concepts, and the latter is not 
subject to the WTO agreement. 

(Xinhua) 


Solely Foreign-Funded 
Hospitals Barred 


Solely foreign-funded med- 
ical institutions will not be 
allowed to operate in China 
even though the country has 
joined the WTO, the Ministry of 
Health said on December 10. 

A spokesperson for the min- 
istry said this policy is in line 
with international practice, but 
added that Sino-foreign joint- 
venture medical institutions 
will be allowed to operate. 

In fact, the ministry said, it 
has approved more than 200 
joint-venture medical institu- 
tions so far. 

In 2001 alone, it approved 


23 joint-venture medical insti- 
tutions. 

The regulations on joint- 
venture medical institutions 
were publicized by the Chinese 
authorities on July 1, 2000. 

China pledged to open its 
market to joint-venture medical 
institutions during the negotia- 
tions for its WTO membership, 
and the pledge stops there, the 
spokesperson said. 

Fewer than half a dozen 
countries have so far opened 
their medical service market as 
widely as China has, the spokes- 
person added. (Xinhua) 


Foreign Capital Grabs 
Sewage Harness Project 


By Shan Jinliang 

AEPA International became the first for- 
eign company to gain the operating rights 
of a Beijing sewage harness project when it 
won the BOT (Build Operate Transfer) ten- 
dering project of Tongzhou Sewage Harness. 

The breakthrough was announced by 
Beijing International Tendering Co. last 
Wednesday. Analysts say single-channeled 
governmental investment on city infrastruc- 
ture such as water and electricity supplies 
have been multiplied. 

Located in southeast Beijing, Tongzhou 
District, a rapidly growing densely pop- 


ulated area, is no longer able to satisfy 
its own demand for large-scale sewage har- 
ness. Since this October, the district govern- 
ment entrusted the sewage harness project 
to Beijing International Tendering, which 
opened bidding in the form of BOT on 
Chinabidding.com. The tendering attracted 
a number of domestic and international 
companies, including Sound Industry and 
Blue Star, two top environmental friendly 
companies. In accordance with legal proce- 
dures, the Beijing International Tendering 
and Tongzhou District government organized 
the experts concerned. Finally, AEPA Inter- 


national and AEPA, an American company, 
won the deal in the final bidding. 

The sewage harness factory is planned to 
be located in South Tongzhou District with 
an area covering more than 20 hectares. 
After a total investment of ten million dol- 
lars, the factory with a sewage harnessing 
capacity is scheduled to go into operation 
in two years, and is expected to recoup the 
investment in 20 years. 

With its advanced facilities and technology, 
the American company is going to turn sewage 
into water for field irrigation, aquatics breeding 
and even fountain water for parks. 




HSBC Enters RMB Business in Shanghai 

by acquiring a stake in the Bank of Shanghai 


Photo by Zhuan Jian 

By Zhao Hongyi 

The Hong Kong & Shanghai 
Banking Corporation (HSBC) has 
reached an agreement with the 
Bank of Shanghai for a possible 
8% share acquisition in the latter. 


Total purchasing price amounts 
$63 million (equal to 520 million 
yuan). Sources from HSBC con- 
firmed this week. 

By the acquisition, HSBC can 
open its Renminbi business in 
China, according to the latest open- 
ing schedule promulgated by China 
for its entry to the WTO. 

Established in 1995, the Bank 
of Shanghai is focused on providing 
credit to small and medium sized 
enterprises. In 2000, the Bank 
made profits of 1.028 billion yuan. 
Its current total assets amount to 
96.325 billion yuan. 


HSBC has established nine 
branches, one sub-branch and two 
representative offices on the Chi- 
nese mainland. 

When asked why HSBC chose 
the Bank of Shanghai, Mr. David 
Eldon, Chairman and CEO of 
HSBC said, “Shanghai has a very 
good tradition in dealing with for- 
eign banks. Secondly, the struc- 
tural framework of the Bank of 
Shanghai is ideal with over 40,000 
individual shareholders occupying 
30% of its shares, 2,400 small and 
medium sized ventures of which 
most are private enterprises.” 


At a price of $880 million, Fortis enters China’s market as 

Tai Ping Life Reopens on Chinese Mainland 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Tai Ping Life Insurance Co. 
Ltd. reopened business on the Chi- 
nese mainland, claimed the Hong 
Kong based insurer on December 
5 in Shanghai. 

Both Tai Ping Life and Tai 
Ping Insurance were established 
in Shanghai in the 1930s and con- 
stituted the major players. Their 
mainland operations were discon- 
tinued in the 1950s, but remained 


active in Hong Kong. 

In May, both Tai Ping Life 
and Tai Ping Insurance received 
approval to resume their busi- 
nesses on the mainland. 

Fortis Group purchased 24.9% 
shares of Tai Ping Life Insurance 
Co. Ltd. in October this year. Fortis 
has thus established its first root 
in China’s insurance market. 

Active in the fields of insur- 
ance, banking and investment, 


the Belgium based Fortis had 
total assets of 438 billion euro 
and net profit of 2.8 billion at the 
end of the year 2000 . 

China Securities Regulatory 
Commission (CSRC) granted joint 
venture insurance business licenses 
to a number of foreign giant 
players this week, including 
MetLife, Nippon Life and New 
York Life and American Interna- 
tional Group (AIG). 


Volkswagen and Fiat In 

For Long Haul 




By Zhao Hongyi 

At the 2001 Shanghai Auto 
Exposition, beginning from 
December 9, a number of Sino- 
foreign auto manufacturing joint 
ventures presented their new 
model products, most of which 
are of the same models their for- 


family sedan, Palio. 

Mr. Wolfgang Glaeser, Volk- 
swagen’s sales manager for Asia- 
Pacific, said at the exposition his 
company would increase its total 
investment in China by 5.4 bil- 
lion yuan to 18.4 billion yuan in 
2002. 

Volkswagen entered the Chi- 
nese market over 20 years ago. 
Its two joint ventures, Shanghai 
Volkswagen and FAW- Volkswa- 
gen, have become leading auto- 
mobile producers in China. 

FAW- Volkswagen is expected 
to sell 130,000 Jetta cars this 
year, up 16% year-on-year, 
with sales of Shanghai 
Volkswagen’s San- 
tana series reach- 
ing 237,500. 

Volkswagen 
expects the 2002 


sales of its new Polo and Bora 
models to 50,000 respectively. 

Total sales of Fiat’s Palio 
around the world have exceeded 
two million units. Experts from 
Fiat are optimistic about the 
Palio’s market in China, 
although they are severely lim- 
ited to staying under the price 
ceiling of 100 thousand yuan, 
the price threshold accepted 
by Chinese consumers. 

Xinhua Photos 
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Beijing to Boost 
Int’l Conventions & 
Exhibitions Industry 

By Jiang Zhong 

The 2001 Beijing International 
Convention and Exhibition Sym- 
posium will be held on December 
17-18, 2001, which is the first such 
symposium in Beijing, according 
to sources of Beijing Tourism 
Administration and Beijing Capi- 
tal Tourism Group, the two spon- 
sors of the symposium. 

The aim of this symposium 
is to introduce advanced inter- 
national conventions and exhibi- 
tions (c&e) management methods 
to Beijing, increase the interna- 
tional c&e opportunities in this 
city, enhance Beijing’s interna- 
tional and domestic presence in 
c&e industry, thus helping Beijing 
to play a more important role in 
this industry. 

Yu Changjiang, Administrator 
of BTA, pointed out during the 
press conference for this sympo- 
sium that the c&e industry can 
bring great improvement to rel- 
evant industries, and is a new 
springboard for Beijing’s tourism 
market. Beijing features all facil- 
ities that an international c&e 
center should have, such as his- 
torical relics, comfortable hotels 
and enhanced security. However 
Beijing is not yet an international 
c&e center at present. Geneva 
held 700 international conventions 
and exhibitions in 2000, whereas 
Beijing only managed 200, rank- 
ing 54th in c&e income among 
world cities. 

200 representatives, including 
government officials, c&e compa- 
nies, tourism agencies, solution pro- 
viding companies, and experts, will 
be present at this two-day sympo- 
sium. Mr. Lee Loong Koon, Direc- 
tor of the Singapore Exhibition 
and Convention Bureau (SECB) 
and Mr. James Michael Murray, 
Director of Hawaii Visitors & Con- 
vention Bureau will also attend 
the symposium too. They will dis- 
cuss the successful experiences of 
international c&e giants and the 
essays collected from c&e profes- 
sionals. 

Hills and Islands 
For Sale in Qingdao 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Do you fancy owning a tiny 
island on the east coast of China? 

Qingdao, an attractive city along 
the yellow sea in China’s Shandong 
province, is preparing an auction, 
for the Chinese as well as foreign- 
ers, of barren hills and islands for 
cultivation early next month. 

According to Xinhua News 
Agency, the municipal govern- 
ment of Qingdao will hold an 
exhibition in the city in mid Jan- 
uary 2002, just one month away. 
Purchasers of the hills, wetlands 
and islands will be granted own- 
ership for 70 years. 

The municipal government 
encourages buyers to cultivate 
these hills and lands for forestry, 
fruit tree planting, agricultural 
farming, seafood breeding and 
sight seeing tours. 

Qingdao has a total of 1.1 mil- 
lion mu (approximately 73,334 
hectares) of barren land, hills 
and islands available for culti- 
vation, including 730 kilometers 
of coast, 38 thousand hectares of 
coastal wetlands, 69 islands and 
150 thousand hectares of coastal 
sea area available for seafood 
breeding. 




COFCO & Aon: Insurance 
Brokerage Partners? 


By Zhao Hongyi 

China National Cereals, Oils 
& Foodstuffs Import & Export 
Corporation, or COFCO, Chi- 
na’s No. 1 trading corporation, is 
in discussion with Aon Corpo- 
ration from the United States 
for a possible joint insurance 
brokerage company in the fore- 
seeable future. 

Founded in 1952, COFCO 
has been engaged in grains, 
oils and foodstuffs import and 
export business, and has been 
one of the largest trading enter- 
prises in China. 

Aon deals in risk manage- 
ment, insurance broker- 
age, reinsurance, and 
human capital consult- 
ing services. 

“Financial ser- 
vices will be one 


of COFCO’s three core busi- 
nesses, aside from its traditional 
foodstuffs and properties devel- 
oped in recent years,” said Ms. 
Wu Xiaohui, the coordinator for 
the new business with Aon. 

The Chinese government 
established three insurance bro- 
kerage companies several years 
ago, namely Dong Da, Jiang Tai 
and Chang Cheng. 

So far, both the government 
and insurance industry prefer 
to introduce foreign insurance 
brokers to cooperate with the 
existing domestic insurance 
brokers companies. 

Photo by Zhuan Jian 
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Beijing Doctors 
Rush to Rescue 

Burns specialists fly in after Ningxia explosion injures 41 


By Ivy Zhang 

Doctors from China’s leading 
burns unit dashed to Ningxia last 
week after a new furnace explod- 
ed at the Calcium Carbide Plant of 
Jinliyuan Chemical Corporation. 

Forty-one people were injured, 
some seriously, as gas and molten 
material sprayed workers around 
the furnace, which was operating 
at 800 degrees Celsius. The fur- 
nace had been installed just two 
months prior to the accident last 
Thursday, December 6. 

An emergency worker said, 
“It was horrible. Many people 
were burned, including young 
men. What should they do in the 
future?” 

More than 170 medical staff at 
the Qingtongxia People’s Hospital 
mobilized to receive the injured. 
Sixteen of the most seriously hurt 
had to be transferred to the hos- 
pital affiliated to Ningxia Medical 
University in Yinchuan, capital of 
the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Re- 
gion. Among them, one patient had 
suffered burns over 100% of his 
body. 

The hospital asked for help 
from the Beijing Jishuitan Hospi- 
tal, which has the country’s top 


burns unit. Prof. Zhang Mingliang 
and chief doctor Xu Jun arrived on 
December 8 and operated on five 
patients the next day. 

“When removing skin from the 
patient, the doctors from Beijing 
asked us to be meticulous and cher- 
ish the patient’s unburned skin,” 
said Gao Qingxiang, Director of the 
Bums Unit of the local hospital. 
“Even a centimeter of skin must 
not be wasted.” 

Bad weather two days later en- 
dangered the transfer of vital skin- 
transplant materials from Beijing. 
The Airbus boarded in Beijing by 
another doctor from Jishuitan Hos- 
pital was stuck at Xianyang air- 
port after heavy snow closed the 
airport in Yinchuan. 

A military helicopter was placed 
on standby, but the weather cleared 
in time for the flight to get through 
before the transplant materials 
were compromised. Doctors from 
Ningxia and Beijing conducted two 
skin-transplant operations the fol- 
lowing day. 

It remains unclear if human er- 
ror or mechanical failure caused 
the tragedy. The plant has stopped 
production while investigations 
proceed. 
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Skin transplant materials from Beijing are transferred to a hospital in Yinchuan 

Photo by Quan Dong 


Post Office Pleads: 
‘Keep Cards Clean’ 


By Sun Ming 

The Christmas and New Year 
season creates headaches and 
excitement in almost equal mea- 
sure at Beijing Post, which han- 
dles all the millions of greetings 
cards sent from the capital. 

Liu Junying, a section chief 
at Beijing Post, says some people 
like enclosing little gifts, such 
as truelove knots, badges and 
handkerchiefs, with letters or 
New Year cards to their friends. 
But these bits and pieces, as well 
as the bells and whistles added 
to some cards, can make no end 
of trouble for postal workers. 

“They constitute a threat to 
our costly machines,” said Liu. 
Ordinary mail is usually clas- 
sified by machine according to 
the postcodes. However, the sun- 
dries concealed in envelopes of- 
ten jam the machines and stop 
their work. “We meet such cas- 
es nearly every day and have to 
repair the machines often,” said 
Liu. “If things continue this way, 


they could be completely bro- 
ken.” 

According to Liang Zheng, 
vice-director of the administra- 
tion office of the institution, it 
costs several million yuan for a 
machine that can handle 30,000 
letters an hour. 

The New Year period is the 
peak-time for correspondence, 
with 6,000,000 letters a day be- 
ing handled at the climax, 60% 
of which are New Year cards. 
More than 80% of cards checked 
were found to have odds and 
ends inside. 

“Keys, coins, necklaces, even 
lighters, mobile phone batteries 
and bullet casings have been 
found in envelopes,” said Liang. 
“These odds and ends not only 
damage the machines but also 
make trouble for our staff.” 

Staff must waste time mend- 
ing damaged envelopes, and 
some letters never reach their 
destination as the address has 
become unreadable. 



Mickey Mouse Rides Again 

Disney’s Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck have returned to 
Chinese television after a 12-year absence from the country’s 
screens. “Big Windmill”, one of the most popular children’s pro- 
grams in China, aired a new series of Mickey Mouse cartoons on 
Monday. 

Disney’s Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck appeared on CCTV 
for the first time in 1986. Disney films and cartoons were prohib- 
ited three years later by order of the Ministry of Radio, Film and 
Television. ( Jian Rong / Wang Dandan) 



By Ivy Zhang 

Without his costume, Marc 
Granger looks like any other 
student, with a sack bag on 
his back and a blue muffler 
tucked into his jacket. 

But unlike most foreign- 
ers in Beijing, he talks shy- 
ly in fluent Chinese. And he 
has a degree in Chinese Op- 
era. 

Marc, 27, comes from 
Annemasse, a small town on 
the border of Switzerland 
with France. He is the first 
foreigner in China to have 
achieved a B.A. in Chinese 
Opera, which he received af- 
ter 5 years of study from 
1993 to 1998 at the Academy 
of Chinese Traditional Op- 
era. Now he is preparing for 
the upcoming national grad- 
uate school entrance exami- 
nation next January. 

“When I was about 14 
years old, I was very weak 
and began to learn Chinese 
Taoist gymnastics, a certain 
kind of qigong (a system of 
deep breathing exercises),” 
Marc said. “From then on, 
I was interested in Chinese 
culture and attracted by the 
mystery of Chinese opera.” 

Soon after graduation 
from high school in Septem- 
ber 1992, Marc came to Chi- 
na alone to pay his own way 
at the Academy of Chinese 
Traditional Opera for one 
month. Then he returned to 
Switzerland to go on with 
his studies in the Chinese 
department of the Universi- 
ty of Geneva. 

In January 1993, an op- 
era group from China staged 
a two-hour Sichuan opera 
named “The Legends of 
White Snake” in Geneva. 
Fascinated by the play, Marc 
decided to go to China to 
study Chinese art. Four 
months later, he won a schol- 
arship to come back to Chi- 
na in an effort to live his 
dream in this ancient land 
rich with history and cul- 
ture. 

Life at the Academy of 
Chinese Traditional Opera 
was hard but rewarding, says 


Marc. As a student majoring 
in warrior playing, Marc usu- 
ally got up at 7 am and 
practiced Kungfu for 6 to 8 
hours every day, including 
leg training, waist stretching, 
jumping skills and acrobatic 
fighting skills. 

To be a professional war- 
rior actor, his legs are not 
only required to be extreme- 
ly flexible but strong as 
well. 

At the time of gradua- 
tion, he could play warriors 
in “8 Hammers”, ‘Yaguan 
Building”, “Lin Chong Run- 
ning at Night”, and “Cross 
Road”. 

In the summer of 1996, 
he won the Gold Dragon 
Cup at the International Pe- 
king Opera Amateur Com- 
petition. 

Zhou Long, a 36-year-old 
professor from the academy, 
guided Marc through the 
years on campus. Zhou spe- 
cializes in warrior playing 
and has received many ac- 
colades, including the annu- 
al Plum Blossom Award, the 
highest award in opera cir- 
cles in China. 

Under Prof. Zhou’s in- 
struction from 1994 to 1998, 
Marc has turned into a pro- 
fessional warrior player. His 
“masterpiece” is playing the 
role of Lu Wenlong in “8 
Hammers”, an extract from 
“Stories of Yuefei”. 

“Lu is a handsome youth 
with superb fighting skills,” 
Marc said,” I love it.” 

He devoted all his time 
in the last year at school to 
reading the relevant books, 
thinking about the looks, 
postures and details of the 
character, and working hard 
to enhance his leg skills. 
His performance in “8 Ham- 
mers” was screened live by 
CCTV prior to his gradua- 
tion in June 1998. 

“I want to dedicate my- 
self to the cause of pro- 
moting cultural exchange 
between China and Switzer- 
land,” Marc said. “It’s hard 
for foreigners to appreciate 
Peking Opera.” 


Supermarket Shoppers 
Face Hostile Environment 


Oldest Student is 
Olympic Champ 


By Zeng Peng 

Shoppers have been warned not to 
hang around in supermarkets after tests 
by the Indoor Environment Monitoring 
Center revealed a worrying level of air 
pollution in four famous supermarkets 
in Beijing. 

Test results show that one hour after 
opening, bacteria levels in the air were 
45% above outdoor levels, while carbon 
dioxide content was triple that outside 
of outdoor levels, respectively. The oxy- 
gen content of the air was deficient and 
the suspended particulate matter densi- 
ty was 60% higher than normal. 

In addition, the window dressing of 
exclusive stores in supermarkets also 
pump more harmful chemical matters 


into the air. Together, these factors cause 
“Supermarket Syndrome” — dizziness, 
headache, suffocation and nausea. 

Some supermarkets have begun to 
pay attention to such environmental con- 
cerns. According to Li Li, the director of 
the planning department of Hua Lian 
(one of the largest and most popular su- 
permarkets in Beijing), they have taken 
some measures to improve conditions, 
such as increasing the number of plants, 
regulating the temperature of each de- 
partment, and ventilating the supermar- 
ket regularly. But Li also admits that 
they are unable to monitor the indoor 
air quality and are thus unable to solve 
the problem of indoor air pollution by 
themselves. 


Students Test 
Virtual Trading 


By Su Wei 

Members of the Sino-US Young In- 
vestors Society have begun warming up 
for the “Dow-Daq Virtual American Stock 
Market” competition that begins next 
March. 

Contestants in the Dow-Daq will test 
their skills as global capitalists by making 
“virtual investments” based on stimulat- 
ed data from the NASDAQ and New York 
Stock Exchange provided by MSN.com. 

In the meantime, would-be partici- 
pants are allowed to “invest” in one or 
two companies as a first experience of 
considering the risks and returns in mon- 
ey management through investing in an 
overseas stock market. The top investor 
will be selected at the end of this month 
based on the real American stock market 
prices at that time. 

During this period, a series of train- 
ing sessions will be held in order to teach 
students how to interpret the basic stock 
market indexes, how to invest for the 


long-term and how to master the invest- 
ment technologies. 

Chen Yuhan and her classmate Wu 
Yin, students in New Oriental School, 
said, “It is a good opportunity to have 
more vivid and direct investment knowl- 
edge.” He Jianhua and his friends also 
said they cherished the opportunity to 
meet influential people and talk with 
them face to face. However, it’s not all 
plain sailing for He. 

“The English requirement is a big 
problem for us to share opinions with 
foreign students and communicate with 
these famous personalities,” he said. 

There were some concerns over the 
value of the contest and the quality of its 
organization, but even doubters like Yang 
Jianfei, an MBA student, said they would 
take part. 

“It is free for us to invest in the real 
American stock market with no risk of los- 
ing money,” said Yang, “Why not take this 
opportunity?” 


By Sun Ming 

“I study English very hard because I want to do 
something for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing,” 
says Gao Yugui in fluent English. Gao has been study- 
ing for only 10 months. She is 85. 

Gao is not only the oldest, but also the most out- 
standing student in the oral English class held by the 
Liuyin neighborhood of Xicheng district. Among 50 
members of the class, only Gao has grasped all the 
sentences, according to Guan Suqian, the director of 
the community. 

“It’s necessary for me to study English,” says the 
youthful Gao. Liuyin neighborhood where she lives 
in on the route of the popular “Hutong tour”, so 
many foreigners often appear there. According to Gao, 
when she met foreigners, she always wanted to greet 
them. “But I could do nothing but smile or nod be- 
fore,” said Gao, “Now 
I can speak English 
to them!” 

Gao often carries 
a booklet named “100 
English sentences for 
Beijingers” with her, 
and she has already 
memorized all the 
sentences thorough- 
ly. The pages of the 
booklet are tattered 
from use. But Gao 
insists on learning 
new English sen- 
tences. “100 English 
sentences isn’t enough for me. I should learn more,” 
she said (in English). 

According to Gao, it was very difficult for her to un- 
derstand everything the teachers said in class. After 
all, she is over 80 and she knew nothing about Eng- 
lish but the 26 letters of the alphabet before she at- 
tended the class. So she formally acknowledges her 
granddaughter as her teacher. 

She consulted her granddaughter on the pronun- 
ciation of each word and then marked corresponding 
Chinese characters with similar pronunciations. “Even 
though it isn’t a good way to study English, it does 
help me. My memory is worse than before. 

“I read English sentences two hours a day, other- 
wise I will forget them. I hope my English could come 
in handy in 2008. At that time, I can say hello to for- 
eign friends and give them some help.” 
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Beijing Film Academy 
graduate Zhao Wei, 25, shot 
to fame in the “Princess 
Hu an Zhu” TV series. She 
has one of the largest 
teenage followings in China. 
Her fans have set up 
thousands of websites. 

She left the series to 
pursue a highly successful 
singing career, releasing 
three albums in three years. 
She recently starred in one 
of China’s most popular TV 
series “Love in Rain”. 

She regularly appears in 
movies, TV commercials and 
also of course the CCTV 
Spring Festival Variety 
Show. 
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Actress finally apologize for wearing Japanese imperial ensign 


By Chen Ying 

Poor Zhao Wei. When she changed 
into the next outfit at an exciting New 
York fashion shoot a few months ago, 
she didn’t notice the uncanny resem- 
blance of her dress to the flag of a Japa- 
nese imperialist. 

She sure knows now. 

When her picture appeared in the 
September 2001 issue of Fashion maga- 
zine, there was no mistaking the mon- 
ster mistake. Zhao might have been 
wearing a NYC-brand skirt on a New 
York street, but the scarlet pattern had 
been lifted from a World War II Japa- 
nese military flag. 

The original words of the flag had 
been changed to “health, peace, happi- 
ness and cleanliness,” but to a Chinese 
patriot with a sense of humiliated histo- 
ry, this was a red rag to a bull. Feelings, 
those precious indicators of Chinese na- 
tionalism, had been hurt. 

Complaints mounted, switchboards 
jammed and Internet discussions be- 
came largely unprintable. When the 
survivors of the Nanjing Massacre de- 
manded the dainty singer-actress write 
a public letter of apology, Zhao must 
surely have wished she had paid only 
a little more attention back at patriotic 
education classes in her high school. 

December 3, Zhao released a state- 
ment through her manager saying the 
theme of the photo shoot had been “free- 
dom, health, peace and activeness”. The 
style had just seemed like something 
eye-catching and attractive to her at the 
time. But that opinion, of course, only 
made matters worse. Feelings reached 
fever pitch. Finally, Zhao’s letter of apol- 
ogy was published in Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly on December 11. 

Then she accepted an interview from 
a popular TV entertainment show and 
apologized all over again. Then the ed- 
itor of Fashion , Zou Xue, who had in- 
vited Zhao Wei to the shoot, apologized 
even more deeply for the bad influence 
and unconscious hurt wrought upon the 
public. She next said sorry to Zhao for 
involving her in the whole matter. Zou 
offered to resign. 

After an investigation, a spokesman 
for Fashion magazine said there was no 
Japanese employee in the work team in 


New York. The designer and employees 
of the brand NYC were also not Japa- 
nese. The magazine will make a more 
detailed response to the public over the 
incident in the January 2002 issue. With 
all the advance publicity, most likely the 
magazine will sell out. Apologies accept- 
ed? Opinions follow: 

Liu Xiaoman, postgraduate 
Beijing University 

I don’t know whether Zhao Wei real- 
ly lacks basic knowledge of history. But 
if it were me, I’d consider things more 
carefully when I pose for photos in a 
publication. She shouldn’t wear clothes 
like this. 

People in the public gaze should pay 
more attention to their behavior. I still 
remember a similar event that hap- 
pened at the beginning of this year. At 
that time, at the world diving champi- 
onship, Fu Mingxia created anger be- 
cause she appeared at a public gathering 
wearing white trousers whose pattern 
contained many dirty words. They are 
idols to many teenagers and what they 
do influence large numbers of younger 
people. 

As to the magazine employees, I 
think they should be responsible for the 
issue. Although fashion is a kind of art, 
they must think about China’s history 
and its spirit. Fashion is not just art 
when it involves politics. 

Ran Hengkui, clerk 

No excuse can be accepted for this 
issue. Even a primary school student 
knows the history of Japanese invasion 
of China during World War II . Let alone 
Zhao Wei, who graduated from the 
Beijing Film Academy and the many 
other workers around her. Maybe Zhao 
Wei was not affected at that time, but 
how about others? 

It could have been avoided complete- 
ly and easily if they were more careful 
with their follow-up work after the pho- 
tos had been taken. 

As a public person, Zhao Wei should 
apologize. It can stimulate patriotic 
feeling in China. In my mind, although 
China and the Japanese have resumed 
their relationship for more than 20 
years, some Japanese are still not very 


friendly with the Chinese. For instance, 
the Japanese government never admit- 
ted to the sex slavery of Chinese wom- 
en. Even the Japanese prime minister 
visited a temple for so-called heroes in- 
cluding those warmongers of the Sec- 
ond World War. 

Editor, 

requesting anonymity 

It’s something about national dignity 
and patriotism. This event reflects the 
ignorance of today’s youth. The govern- 
ment should teach teenagers more about 
sensitive topics like this. For instance, 
most Japanese youths know little about 
the real history of the World War II. We 
can forgive, but we should not forget the 
lessons of history. 

I think patriotic education can be so 
shallow. It’s hard to remember if people 
don’t experience something. It’s very im- 
portant to promote patriotism. This is 
the big lesson for Zhao Wei and other 
young people. I can forgive Zhao Wei as 
she said sorry to the public. It’s never 
too late to say you’re sorry. 

abc87329086, Internet lover from 
Sina.com 

I want to stress this point. Please be 
fair and objective to Zhao Wei. I’ve seen 
a lot of anger directed at Zhao Wei on 
website bulletin boards. But like many 
other teenagers, this was the first time 
I knew of the pattern being that of a 
Japanese navy flag. In textbooks or the 
movies, I have never seen it. Of course 
we all know the history of Japan invad- 
ing China. 

But that doesn’t mean everyone will 
know a Japanese navy flag, or the air 
force for that matter. But let’s look at 
this a bit more deeply. Why could Japan 
invade China? It’s not enough just by 
mourning. We should convert this emo- 
tion into positive energy to encourage us 
to study and work hard at making Chi- 
na stronger and more prosperous. 

Please stop scolding Zhao Wei. She 
is very young after all and she has a 
hopeful future career. She made a mis- 
take and she apologized. It’s not easy 
for a 25-year-old girl to apologize amid 
all the fury and the opprobrium. Please 
give her another chance. 


Bye Bye Baby Buses 


Hello Third Ring Road transport revolution 



Minibuses ply new routes Photo by Chen Shuyi 


By Chen Ying 

Starting tomorrow, minibuses 
are banned from the Third Ring 
Road. Beijing Traffic Bureau says 
it wants to reduce traffic conges- 
tion, increase safety and avoid 
route duplication in the more 
prosperous districts. The new 
transport blueprint pushes most 
minibuses out of the congested 
Third Ring Road area into 78 
routes in the newer residential 
districts, hoping to integrate ur- 
ban and suburban districts. 

The minibus was the most pop- 
ular method of transit for ordi- 
nary Beijingers along the Third 
Ring Road. Foreign residents and 
students enjoyed the flat two-yu- 
an fare and extra seat availabil- 
ity over regular public transport. 
But it also caused many traffic 
problems. For instance, because 
of its size, a minibus can weave in 
and out among the regular buses. 
So bus drivers were often angry 
with the minibus drivers. 

For Beijingers with the bureau- 
cratic clout, the 40-yuan monthly 
bus pass remains the best value, 
even though that also means 
cramming onto the big, crowded 
public buses. 

Another choice of course is 
air-conditioned buses. Although a 
useful option for residents with- 
out a monthly pass, the tickets 
can prove relatively expensive, 
sometimes 6 yuan. 


Urban commuters will just 
have to place their trust in 
the new plan. A Third Ring 
Road without screaming shou 
piaoyuan (bus conductors) might 
bring an eerie silence to the bus- 
tling thoroughfare. If the plan 
works and the traffic flow im- 
proves, then maybe the moaning 
of commuters will also decline. Or 
then again, maybe never. Opin- 
ions follow: 

Wang Jiufeng, technician 

I often take the minibus as 
my home is near the outskirts 
of town. There are few buses for 
the relatively long trip. It takes a 
long time on the regular bus. But 
the minibus saves time and it can 
even stop very close to my home. 

But the traffic situation is dif- 
ferent for the Third Ring Road 
near the city center. It’s unneces- 
sary to retain the minibuses as 
there are already so many buses. 
Plus the minibuses often cause 
traffic problems. They get in the 
way of the regular buses and 
jam the intersections waiting for 
customers. It’s really dangerous 
sometimes. 

I read an article in a newspa- 
per which said the driver started 
the minibus just as a young wom- 
an was getting on, without closing 
the door. The woman had no time to 
grab hold of anything. She fell out 
of the bus onto the street and died. 


Tang Lihua, minibus cus- 
tomer 

Frankly, the minibus has a 
good market in urban districts. 
People can spend just two yuan 
for a seat on the minibus and 
avoid jamming onto the big pub- 
lic bus. For most ordinary people, 
that’s affordable. 

It’s true there are many air- 
conditioned buses in the city. 
And people often take a seat 
on one of them. But the fare is 
more expensive compared to the 
minibuses, let alone the ordinary 
buses. These buses also charge 
the same price during spring 
and fall when they don’t use the 
air-conditioning. 

In Shanghai, there are just or- 
dinary buses and air-conditioned 
buses for the public. No matter 
how long the journey, the ordi- 
nary bus fare is one yuan and it’s 


two yuan for air-conditioned bus- 
es. People get what they need. 
They can get on the ordinary 
buses if they have a monthly 
pass or can take the latter if not. 

The local government should 
care more about ordinary people. 
Although the administration has 
formally cancelled some minibus 
routes, many minibuses still run 
these routes. They have to avoid 
the traffic cops. So the answer 
doesn’t lie in the minibus itself, 
but in the management. I be- 
lieve the minibus can become a 
normal part of transit just like 
ordinary buses if the administra- 
tion makes more effective regu- 
lations. 

Lin Qiumei, conductor, 
air-conditioned bus 

The most obvious change is 
that the traffic order will im- 


prove with the cancellation of 
minibuses. The number of cus- 
tomers for air-conditioned buses 
will also grow. But I think the 
minibuses have some merit. For 
example, the minibuses are more 
flexible. They are convenient for 
customers to hop on or hop off. 
But also thanks to their flexibil- 
ity, they can often duck traffic 
problems. 

In my mind, most minibus 
drivers and conductors are crude 
toward the customers. The mini- 
bus still has a market if the ad- 
ministration can manage them 
strictly and employees can modi- 
fy their service attitude. 

Liu Changyue, taxi driver 

I think minibuses are the most 
convenient way for ordinary peo- 
ple. But they really have many 
shortcomings. For instance, they 
won’t start if there aren’t enough 
customers. And they stop ran- 
domly. Many minibus employees 
come from other provinces. They 
think less about safety than lo- 
cal drivers do as it’s hard to man- 
age them. 

I think the cancellation of 
minibuses offers no obvious 
changes to transit in urban areas 
because air-conditioned buses 
and taxi development is picking 
up so fast. Certainly it’s better 
to cut down on the number of 
vehicles. 




“ The responsibility for 
the war in Bosnia lies with 
the [western] powers and 
their agents, not in Bosnia 
and not with Serbs, Serb 
people or Serb policy” 

— Slobodan Milosevic 
responds to charges 
of genocide against 
him at the UN war 
crimes tribunal 

“ The treaty was written 
in a different era for a 
different enemy. America’s 
next priority in the war 
on terrorism is to protect 
against the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and the means to de- 
liver them.” 

— US President 
George W Bush 
intends to ditch the 
1972 anti ballistic 
missile (ABM) treaty 
that outlaws testing 
new systems 

“ They bombard our Pal- 
estinian security institu- 
tions. And then they come 
and tell us you have to carry 
out your duties. We are go- 
ing through a critical peri- 
od and we reiterate that our 
strategic choice is peace.” 

— Yasser Arafat on 
Tuesday 

By Chen Ying 
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Personality counts 

Among the list of the 
factors influencing choosing 
friends, “Active and with good 
school marks” ranks first with 
53%, followed by “ Bright and 
capable” and “ Skillful in get- 
ting on with others” with 40% 
and 36% respectively. 

In contrast, “Handsome 
and beautiful” (11%), “Phys- 
ically strong” (6%) and 
‘Wealthy’ (4%) are regarded 
as the least important fac- 
tors. 

It shows that inner person- 
alities are admired by most of 
the only children. 

“Active and with good 
school marks” is consistent 
with the standard of good stu- 
dents promoted by schools. 
It shows that school-recom- 
mended activities or stan- 
dards may influence children. 

Intelligence and good social 
communication skills are con- 
sidered influential, as in con- 
temporary society people, and 
especially only children, more 
frequently encounter conflicts 
and unexpected situations. 

Sex no obstacle 

64% of the surveyed only 
children say they have friends 
of the opposite sex in their 
group. 

One reason is that chil- 
dren are increasingly involved 
in more social relations and 
have less housework and so- 
cial responsibilities. 

Meanwhile, the compara- 
tively heavy study and char- 
acter of modern life also 
require students to over- 
come differences and coop- 
erate in solving all kinds of 
problems. 


Only children fall back on friends 


Friends have more fun 

More than 61% say they like 
activities organized by their 
friends best compared with 
only 19% who favor school- or 
class-organized formal activi- 
ties. 

This may be because these 
formally organized activities 
are aimed at satisfying the stu- 
dents’ demands as a whole and 
more attention is given to edu- 
cating students to focus on get- 
ting good marks. 

Furthermore, activities or- 
ganized by the school or classes 
are usually so simplistic that 
they cannot satisfy only chil- 
dren’s diverse psychological de- 
mands. 

More the merrier 

Among those having 

friends, 40% have four to nine 
friends in their group and 39% 
have more than ten friends. 
Only 21% have no more than 
three friends in their group. 

Only children develop 

quicker than others. They are 
full of energy and have a wide 
range of interests, which may 
lead them to have a wide range 
of friends 

Furthermore, each of the 
only children may have dif- 
ferent psychological demands 
ranging from study to phys- 
ical exercises and entertain- 
ments, so it becomes natural 
for them to have a compara- 
tively large number of friends 
in their group. 


Most Chinese families revolve 
around a single child, but are 
these only children really happy, 
and do they form extended 
groups of friends to make up for 
their lack of siblings? 

The Beijing Youth Institute 
surveyed 650 only children in 
Beijing junior middle schools to 
find out... 



Classmates are key 

According to the survey, 42% 
with no more than three friends 
in their group say their close 
friends are their classmates; 
41% with friends ranging from 
four to nine in their group say 
they are predominantly class- 
mates, while 12% have class- 
mate friends with more than 
ten friends in their group. 

This suggests that the class- 
mate relationship provides more 
opportunities for the students to 
have frequent contacts and be- 
come familiar with each other. 

On the other hand, it shows 
that the more friends children 
have, the less important the 
classmate factor becomes. 

With greater communication 
among friends and increased 
variety of activities, it is natu- 
ral to break the limits of class- 
es and schools when making 
friends. 

Age before anything 

86% say their friends are 
in the same age group (with 
an age difference no more than 
two years) compared with 12% 
with friends over two years old- 
er and 2% with friends more 
than two years younger. 

With similar ages, the only 
children are more likely to get 
along easily. They tend to imitate, 
observe and learn from others, 
so they may reach agreements 
in consumption, entertainment, 
value judgements and social re- 
lations. 


Pals aplenty 

Almost 80% say they or 
their classmates certainly 
have close friends, followed 
by 17% who are not certain 
but think they or some of 
their classmates have close 
friends. 

Only 2% say neither they 
nor their classmates have any 
close friends. 

This suggests that only 
children have a high demand 
for making friends. This may 
be due to the fact that teen- 
agers become more aware of 
being grown up and indepen- 
dent. 

They become more concen- 
trated on establishing their 
own value systems and tend 
to escape from parental pro- 
tection and restrictions and 
look for close friends among 
their fellows. 

Distance relationships 

According to the survey, 
less than 8% of only children 
have friends in their group 
who live far from their com- 
munity, while 17% only have 
friends in their group living 
nearby. However, 75% have 
friends from different areas. 

Having friends nearby may 
be related to a sense of shared 
identity. Community influence 
should not be valued too 
much, as mutual happiness is 
more important than just liv- 
ing nearby. 

Furthermore, friends from 
different areas may enhance 
mutual communication and 
form groups based on com- 
mon interests. In this way, 
the different psychological de- 
mands will also be satisfied. 

(By Su Wei) 


BEIJING TADAY 




m 


4 4 *,£&**&&*# 

Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new ad versing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
ve red whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily 
aiming at the adver tiser's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the pol icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 

* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 

and offering service around the day 

**Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
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3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 
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You Couldn't 

Address yourself Better in Beijing 
Clients may also enjoy the 
folloowing benefits: 

#24-hour room service 
#Undergound Parking 
#Business Centre 

#15% discount at best on food &bev- 
erage, shopping and recreational area 

Cal use now to arrange for 
a site inspection to find 
out more. 

Mr. Ashley Wong, Property Manager at 

Tel:(86-10)65973388ext:1400 
Fax:186-10165978182 




SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building, it'snew 
building 

O Area: 3 5 00m2-4000m2 ,43 Ospm/per 
floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


CHINA LIFE TOWER 

mm : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: .(PH 

Beijing Zhong Bair 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


EONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing,China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs,and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD 90 o.oo- 22 ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:Department 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management F ees : PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

StIAJI 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Nexlj 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
ArOO: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklliy ront: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languageSo 

TEL:86- 10-835 112 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Roaster’s regulations on customer conduct are displayed 


Scruffy Diner 
Sues in Vain 

Roasters dress code vindicated in court 



A sign by the door to Roast- 
er’s reads No Entrance for 
the Improperly Dressed 


By Ivy Zhang 

K enny Roger’s Roasters 
has emerged trium- 
phant from a lawsuit 
brought by a Beijing man 
refused entry to the chain’s 
Zhongguancun restaurant on 
the grounds that he was “im- 
properly dressed”. 

Zhou Enze stepped into 
Roasters on August 30. As 
he was dressed in shorts and 
flip-flops, an assistant man- 
ager asked him to step out, 
explaining to the indignant 
Zhou that the restaurant did 
not allow people wearing flip- 
flops in. 

Zhou immediately request- 
ed the manager to show him 
such a notice in writing. He 
was shown a notice on the 
wall stating, “No Entrance for 
the Improperly Dressed. In 
order to protect the interests 
of the majority of customers, 
Roaster’s maintains the right 
to select customers”. 

Based on this notice, the 
manager asked Zhou to leave 
the restaurant. He returned 
15 minutes later and was re- 
fused entry again. 

Zhou sued, demanding an 
apology and 5,000 yuan for 
“mental suffering”. He told 
Haidian People’s Court that 
he asked the manager to show 
him the restaurant’s rules in 
writing and the manager re- 
sponded, “The customer is no 
God at Roaster’s, a customer 
is just a customer” and then 
stepped aside to chat with 
others. 

At two o’clock, Zhou en- 
tered the restaurant for the 


third time without any inter- 
ruption. Later, an employee 
presented him a fax stating 
that, “men in flip-flops are not 
allowed into Roaster’s”. Later, 
a reporter from Beijing Star 
Daily arrived. Zhou said the 
reporter witnessed two for- 
eigners enter the restaurant 
unhindered even though one 
was wearing flip-flops. Zhou 
said this showed prejudice 
and hurt his dignity as a Chi- 
nese. He claimed his dress 
was not improper and did not 
hurt the interests of other 
customers. 

The court disagreed. Ac- 
cording to the verdict, Roast- 
er’s Zhongguancun store, as 
a western-style restaurant, 
has “created its own catering 
and cultural environment”. As 
Zhou chose to consume at 
Roaster’s, the court decided 
he should respect the restau- 
rant’s cultural environment. 

“Through the verdict, we 
can see that our business oper- 
ation concept is supported by 
Chinese laws,” said Wang Da- 
dong, Chairman of the Board 
of Roaster’s. 

Zhou failed to provide ev- 
idence of prejudice against 
Chinese, as the reporter did 
not appear in court. He stands 
by his case, however. He plans 
to appeal to the Beijing No. 2 
Intermediate Court. 

“Roaster’s is a fast food res- 
taurant,” he said. “Back in the 
US, it has no such regulations 
to stop customers in flip-flops 
from dining. Also the regu- 
lations are only indicated in 
Chinese. Roaster’s is a for- 
eign restaurant. If it’s fair and 
treats customers equally, the 
notice should be written in 
both Chinese and English.” 

“Ninety-nine percent of our 
customers in China are Chi- 
nese,” Wang said. “All our 
regulations are consistent in 
China as well as in countries 
overseas. We treat all our cus- 
tomers equally. 

“This is a matter of public 
education. After China’s entry 
into WTO, businesses along 
with customers should follow 
the same rules and treat each 
other as adult to adult and 
citizen to citizen. Only in this 
way can China be really inte- 
grated with the world.” 



Photos by Wang Zhenlong 



Don King pulled the 
plug on the (( Melee in 
China 99 after the Sep- 
tember 11 terrorist at- 
tacks 


Photos provided by 
photocome . com 


“Give Us 

Our Money Back” 

Boxing wannabe demands satisfaction from Don King 


I have only 
two choices: use 
the law or shoot 
him dead ” 


-Niu Lixin, Chair- 
man of the Board of 
Great Wall Interna- 
tional Sports Media 
Co., Ltd. 


By Ivy Zhang 

T he jilted Chinese partner 
of American boxing impre- 
sario Don King is consid- 
ering taking a trip to America 
to sue over their failed deal to 
stage a world title bout between 
Evander Holyfield and John Ruiz 
in Beijing. 

Niu Lixin, Chairman of the 
Board of Great Wall Internation- 
al Sports Media Co., Ltd, may be 
at ringside for the rescheduled 
bout in Connecticut on Decem- 
ber 15, but his next call could 
be with his lawyer as he seeks 
redress for the money his com- 
pany lost after King pulled the 
plug on the “Melee in China”. 
The fight was set to go ahead 
on November 25, but on October 
3 King announced it was to be 
moved to the United States ow- 
ing to security concerns in the 
wake of the September 11 ter- 
rorist attacks. 

King said the decision was 
down to HBO, which had paid 
USD 5 million for exclusive TV 
rights and was unwilling to send 
its crew to China. 

“We encountered a crisis,” said 
King. “I don’t want any Ameri- 
cans to take risks. Of course, I 
support HBO and the State De- 
partment. I’ll do what they ask 
me to do.” 

The cancellation left Niu’s 
company holding a very expen- 
sive baby. In an interview with 
Beijing Today and Beijing Youth 


Daily this week, Niu poured out 
his thoughts, concerns and feel- 
ings about Don King for the first 
time. 

Q: Why did you insist on 
staging such a large bout when 
you were short of the necessary 
financial strength? 

A: Boxing is a diamond in 
the sports industry, connected 
with race, politics, culture, tour- 
ism, economics and gambling. We 
want to pave the way for ex- 
ploring the Chinese market in 
this regard. Speaking of finan- 
cial problems, I can’t agree. Ac- 
tually, all the world knows that 
we paid Don King USD 2 mil- 
lion and we covered all expenses 
for two trips to China of more 
than 100 people. Even today, I 
can’t admit we met with finan- 
cial problems, as we have spent 
1.6 million yuan to cover accom- 
modation, advertising, promotion 
and boxing ring rental. The prob- 
lem is that we did not expect to 
fall into such a big trap. We have 
reimbursed tickets at a cost of 9 
million yuan. 

We have to get an answer from 
Don King. So far, he has formal- 
ly informed me of two things. 1. 
I welcome Niu to go to the US to 
watch the fight between Holyfield 
and Ruiz this Saturday. 2. I’ll 
meet Niu’s expectations and stage 
a boxing match in China. Here he 
comes again. What I want is not 
a boxing match but money. My 


sponsors want money. 

Q: What were your income 
expectations from this bout? 

A: At a minimum, this match 
is worth USD 15 million. We got 
it at a cost of USD 7 million. 
I thought a good project is sure 
to bring in support from gov- 
ernment and all walks of life. 
However, the reality is far below 
my expectation. In the western 
world, the sales of telecasting 
rights make up 75% of total in- 
vestment, advertising accounts 
for 15% and ticket sales for 7%. 
In China, ticket sales makes up 
the biggest percentage, sponsor- 
ship comes next and the telecast- 
ing is zero. If this problem cannot 
be solved, it’s impossible for Chi- 
na’s sports industry to reach the 
same high level as that of ad- 
vanced countries. 

Q: Do you think Don King is 
guilty of fraud or making use of 
loopholes in the contract? 

A: I don’t want to comment 
much on this issue. At least, Don 
King has made use of the loop- 
holes. Whether it’s fraud, I don’t 
know. It’s within the legal frame- 
work. One thing I’m sure of is 
that King cheated and disrespect- 
ed my feelings. Somebody asks 
me whether I’m really going to 
file a lawsuit. I have only two 
ways to go after I tried every- 
thing in vain - use the force of 
law or shoot him dead. The ratio- 


nal choice for me is go to court, 
of course. It’s impossible for me to 
give up when USD 2 million is 
in Don King’s account. It’s said 
that Don King never failed in one 
case in 100 years. That’s all hear- 
say. Half of his cases were set- 
tled through mediation and Don 
King paid money to get himself 
free. What I want is money. The 
problem now is how much cash I 
can get back from King. The total 
sum I have invested is up to USD 
4 million. 

Q: Did you know who Don 
King is before forming a partner- 
ship with him? If yes, why did 
you go on dealing with him? 

A: We knew Don King but we 
didn’t have a thorough under- 
standing about him and the situ- 
ation. We were used by him, and 
got nothing in return. 

Q: Are you afraid of Don 
King? 

A: I never think of the word 
“fear”. I have got all my Ameri- 
can friends who worked with me 
under protection. I’ve formed a 
lawyers’ team in China for the 
lawsuit, which consists of law- 
yers who obtained their lawyer’s 
license in the US. Although Don 
King is mean, I have solid ev- 
idence against him apart from 
the 30-plus pages of our con- 
tract. I’m sure this case can be 
settled before the Chinese Spring 
Festival. 
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Beams 
Of Light 

In Darkness 


By Hu Xiaoli 

/ / get great fulfillment 
I from lending a hand 
I to those in despair 
and darkness,” said 
soft spoken Li Dongli, a delicate 
looking woman in her early thir- 
ties. 

When Li Dongli chose sociol- 
ogy as her major in Beijing Uni- 
versity 12 years ago, she didn’t 
expect she would some day be a 
social worker, a job she hadn’t 
even heard of at that time. This 
path taken all those years ago 
has led her on a journey of hu- 
man discovery, requiring every 
bit of her love, youth and energy. 

The interview with Li took 
place in her office at Beijing And- 
ing Hospital (a psychiatric hos- 
pital). The hospital was quiet 
on that sunny afternoon, “but I 
can always feel the inner cries 
and struggles of the patients and 
their relatives. They need help, 
not just from psychiatrists, but 
from their families, from more 
caring people and from society 
at large,” Li said seriously. “And,” 
she paused, looking at the only 
potted plant on the windowsill, 
“I am glad I can do something 
for them, although my efforts 
are like a very faint light in the 
darkness.” 

Hearing Cries 
Of Desperation 

Li Dongli, born in Sichuan 
province, decided to study so- 
ciology, “because I wanted to 
watch and reflect upon this so- 
ciety calmly from a distance, to 
know more about society, and 
have more contact with all kinds 
of people,” Li explained. In col- 
lege, she spent many hours con- 
ducting surveys and research 
around the city. The more she 
studied, the more she understood 
how much society meant to ev- 
ery single person. 

Just before graduating, Li 
by chance served as an intern 
at Beijing Anding Hospital, re- 
searching Social Psychology. This 
was when she first gained an in- 
sight into the lives of people suf- 
fering from psychosis, including 
the broken families behind each 
suffering individual. 

“I never forgot such desperate 
cries,” Li recalled an experience 
not long after she began her in- 
ternship. A middle-aged woman, 
whose son had just been admitted 
to the hospital, cried so loudly in 
the doctor’s office that everyone 
in the building could hear. These 
were cries from a person who be- 
lieved in no hope or future at all. 
Li was completely shocked by the 
woman’s desperate plight. 

Li then began to care about 
those unusual, marginalized peo- 
ple of society. During her re- 



© Discussing a case with the psy- 
chiatrist 

(2) Receiving a call from a patient’s 
relative 

® Sending a letter to a patient 
® Recording talks with the rela- 
tives for research 

Photos by Zhuang Jian 


search, Li found that nearly half 
the reasons leading to psychosis 
was related to social factors like 
big political movements or inap- 
propriate social contact. Further- 
more, if someone suffers from 
psychosis, he or she will expe- 
rience further pain from social 
prejudice. Difficulties arise in ev- 
ery corner of life from problems 
with work, study, social inter- 
action, to divorce, rejection by 
family and friends, even when a 
patient has been fully rehabili- 
tated. On top of this, the families 
also suffer great distress. 

Li realized that perhaps she 
could help those individuals and 
their families using the sociology 
she had learned at college. “Ev- 
ery patient is a unique part of so- 
ciety, and so is his or her family, 
so observing society as a whole 
from this angle is very chal- 
lenging and meaningful,” Li ex- 
plained, “Above all, I am glad to 
use my knowledge to do some- 
thing practical for those people, 
and for our society.” 

So when most of her class- 
mates were busy finding a de- 
cent job with a high salary and 
position after graduation, Li vol- 
unteered to be a social worker in 
Anding Hospital. 

Li Dongli stepped into this 
new, unfamiliar world without 
any doubt. She says she has nev- 
er regretted making this choice 
although her working environ- 
ment is full of endless hardship, 
prejudice, and torture. 
Extending a Hand of Hope 

Apart from the regular psy- 
chiatric treatment, Li spends 
most of her time writing letters 


with the patients and their fam- 
ilies, talking with them, finding 
social security, looking for a job 
for the patients. Li talks to the 
patients and takes them into her 
confidence, so very soon they feel 
at ease with her. “Half a year 
ago...” Li began to tell a story 
about a patient she helped. 

Half a year ago, Li noticed a 
patient in the ward, a 50-year- 
old man who had been in the 
hospital for several years. His ill- 
ness had almost been cured but 
he seemed to want to stay in 
the hospital. After talking to him 
for many hours, Li finally got 
the bottom of it. The man and 
his wife were divorced, and their 
house had gone to his wife and 
two daughters, who rarely visit- 
ed him after he was admitted to 
hospital. The man told Li that he 
actually hoped to leave the hos- 
pital and lead a normal life, but 
he didn’t know where to go. 

After knowing this, Li visited 
his family many times, hoping the 
family would help him. At first, Li 
was refused by the family. After 
the fourth time, when they finally 
realized this tough young girl was 
not going to give up, they changed 
their mind. When the man excit- 
edly told Li one day that he got a 
birthday present from his family, 
Li smiled. Li furthermore succeed- 
ed in persuading the man’s origi- 
nal work unit to provide him with 
a small flat. “Now, his illness has 
stabilized, and he has created an- 
other family,” Li said cheerfully. 

For Li, to see the patients 
leave the hospital and reinte- 
grate into society is the best form 
of job satisfaction. After receiv- 


ing a long call from a patient’s 
relative, Li mentioned another 
case with a smile. 

“This patient was a very young 
man,” Li recalled. After treatment 
in the hospital, his illness improved 
and he went home. He didn’t dare 
to go back to work or re-establish 
contact with people. When Li first 
visited him at 11 o’clock one morn- 
ing, she saw him still lying in bed, 
with the room in a terrible state. 
“If he remained in this state for 
long, his illness would re-occur,” 
Li explained. So Li made a time- 
table for him, asking him to do 
things according to the schedule on 
the table — when to get up, when 
to clean the room, take exercise, 
when to read the newspaper. 

At first, the boy didn’t do any- 
thing according to the schedule. Li 
talked with him time and again 
and advised his family to encourage 
him to complete the schedules — 
one schedule followed through, one 
award. Gradually, he started to do 
one or two things. During this peri- 
od, Li visited him nearly every day. 
A week passed, then a month, two 
months: one day when Li walked 
into his room and saw a new bed in 
a clean room, she knew she would 
soon receive her own reward. “He 
got a new bed, which was the call 
for a new life from his inner heart,” 
Li recalled emotionally, “Now, he 
has a job, and does very well.” 

No Regrets 

On Li’s desk, letters from 
nearly 20 provinces sit quietly 
waiting. They are from the pa- 
tients and their relatives, talking 
about emotional and social prob- 
lems, and thanking her for the 
help. “My work, compared with 


the professionals, like psychiat- 
rics, psychologists, focuses more 
on the aspects of the patients’ 
whole family, and the society 
around them, rather than the pa- 
tients themselves,” related Li. 

Outside her routine work, Li 
also joined a project called Fam- 
ily Members Interference in the 
Mentally 111 under the instruc- 
tion of Canadian Doctor of Psy- 
chiatry, Michael R Phillips. “The 
project involves uniting the whole 
family to help the patient to over- 
come his or her illness and re- 
turn to normal life, for about 90% 
of the mentally ill in China live 
with their families.” When talk- 
ing about a way which might 
help the patients and their fami- 
lies, Li always seems excited. 

Time flies, Li has done this 
job for 12 years. Four other class- 
mates of hers working as social 
workers have all left the hospi- 
tal, and the new graduates don’t 
stay long, because the outside 
world seems more beautiful and 
colorful than the days spent with 
mentally ill patients and their 
suffering families. 

A good social worker needs 
professional knowledge and skills 
that can be learned, but above 
all, one needs great patience, 
sympathy, and love for every per- 
son in their suffering. Li said she 
had been greatly influenced by 
her mother, who was a nurse. 
When Li was small, she often 
saw her mother bathe wounds 
and administer medicine for a 
patient. The wounds were so hor- 
rible that little Li wondered why 
her mother never groaned or 
complained, but smiled to the pa- 


tient. “My mother told me that if 
one helps those in pain from the 
heart, he or she will feel some- 
thing special,” recalled Li. When 
Li sees her own work wipe away 
the tears of relatives, help the 
patient live a normal life, she un- 
derstands that special feeling her 
mother didn’t express before. 

However, Li also feels depressed 
after hearing the cries and miser- 
able stories from the families af- 
ter a day’s work. When hearing the 
news of a patient committing sui- 
cide, she will be gutted for several 
days. “But I keep telling myself 
that being a helper needs a very 
strong mind.” So in her spare time, 
she likes to chat with friends, listen 
to music, and go mountain climb- 
ing at weekends. 

12 years ago, young Li Dongli 
opened a heavy door among the 
numerous doors of the corridor 
of life. She knew the door would 
open a world of pains, cries and 
sufferings before her, but she also 
knows the door will definitely 
lead to will, hope and love for 
herself, as well as the people she 
is helping. 


We are interested in reporting 
common people, their stories, their 
feelings. If you have any personal 
experiences or you know someone 
who have such experiences, please 
contact us. 

We would like to help you if you 
have any trouble, we would like 
to share your happiness if you are 
cheerful. 

Our E-mail Address is: 

Portrait @ ynet. com 

Our Fax Number is: 

(010) 65902525 
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Time and Termites 


Unsteady 


Yongle Bell 


Ma with well-known xiangsheng actor 
Ma Ji at his farewell performance 

Photos by Cui Jun 


Is Cross Talk 
on the Way Out? 


By Shi Xinyu 

The nearly 600-year-old Yon- 
gle Bell in the Big Bell Temple, 
on which the Sanskrit sutras 
were just deciphered on Novem- 
ber 19, is now faced with a 
new problem: the wooden frame 
which has supported it for more 
than 250 years is suffering dam- 
age probably caused by time and 
termite bites. 

“White wood traces frequent- 
ly found on the floor made us 
realize something was wrong 
with the frame,” said Deng De- 
cai, from the Big Bell Temple 
Museum. “Now specialists from 
the National Cultural Relics Bu- 
reau, Beijing Cultural Relics Re- 
searching Institute, and Beijing 
Forest College have been invit- 
ed to give the frame a thorough 
check-up. Then a solution will be 
drawn up and carried out.” 

According to Deng Decai, no 
maintenance records have been 
found since the frame was built 
in 1733. This scientifically de- 
signed frame made for the 
46-ton-weight Yongle Bell con- 
tains 11 beams and 8 pillars: 
beams were overlapped in three 
tiers to share the weight origi- 
nally carried by the main beam 
to ten cross sections, while pil- 
lars were built slanting towards 
the inner side of the beams of 
the bell to prevent the separa- 
tion of the mortise and the ten- 
on. Now, after the passage of two 
centuries, though the structure 
is still strong enough, the origi- 
nally scarlet pillars and beams 
decorated with golden dragons 
have all faded out with breakag- 
es clearly seen here and there. 
“Anyway, it’s time to reinforce 
the frame,” concluded Deng. 


The worn-out frame 

Photo by Cui Jun 
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in various folk tunes and operas. Imi- 
tating includes all kinds of vocal mimic- 
ry, shuanghuang ORff) (two-man comic 
show in which the front man does the 
acting while the one hiding behind him 
does the speaking), dialects, peddlers’ 
cries, and customs. The two performers, 
with the main role pretending to be a 
fool and the supporting role pretending 
to be smart, banter in funny remarks to 
either criticize or satirize. 

In the last 50 years, xiangsheng 
reached a peak in terms of the status 
of the performers and artistic charac- 
teristics, while at the same time experi- 
encing a decline in the past ten years. 
During xiangsheng’s prime time after 
1949, whenever one turned on a radio, 
or later a TV, the laughter it provoked 
would hit one’s eardrums. Good, new 
pieces of comic dialogs were written. 
Good, new performers emerged. The hu- 
mor of xiangsheng lies in the mastery 
of the language itself, from Mandarin to 
all other dialects, in the vocal skills, in 
the match of the main and supporting 
role, and most importantly in its con- 
tent. Good humor amuses the audience 
by bringing the falsehood, evil and ugli- 
ness to light and advocating truth, good 
and beauty. A good piece of xiangsheng 
would linger on in the audience’s minds, 
push them to ponder retrospectively, and 
make them burst into laughter when- 
ever thinking of it. 

Masters of Our Time 
Two names remain on the must-men- 
tion list of the past half-century. One is 
Hou Baolin (1917-1993); the other is the 
aforementioned Ma Sanli (1914-). 

One of Hou’s famous pieces is Guan 
Gong Fights Qin Qiong, both of whom 
are well-known generals in Chinese his- 
tory. Guan lived from 160 to 219, and 
Qin died in 638. The two could by no 
means meet each other, let alone com- 
pete in military skills. However, in order 
to please a powerful warlord’s father, 
who issued orders at whim, Beijing op- 
era performers had to forsake their orig- 
inal playwright, and arranged the two 
into one opera for the ignorant man on 
his birthday. Since those who like to 
give arbitrary and impracticable direc- 
tions still exist nowadays, people laugh 
when hearing Guan Gong Fights Qin 
Qiong. 

One piece named ‘ Cakes' by Ma Sanli 
satirizes lawless businessmen of the old 
days. The story tells of a man seeing a 
pastry shop on the street with a sign at 
the door, ‘on sale, 100 for 5 pieces.’ He 
went into the shop and saw the cakes in 
the glass counter are more than his stom- 
ach could desire. He paid 100, and took 
the package away. He opened it, the cakes 
were as small as chessmen; the man was 


confused, and asked the shopkeeper to 
give him the bigger ones in the glass 
counter. The shopkeeper told him they 
were all the same, he looked at the cakes 
in the counter, no, they were bigger; any- 
way, he watched the shopkeeper wrap 
those bigger ones for him. He took the 
package over, opened it, the pieces were 
still as small as chessmen! Why? He ex- 
amined carefully, the counter was made 
of magnifying glass! Ha ha ha! 

Satire is Xiangsheng’s lifeline 

The current situation of xiangsheng 
is dire, to say the least. Strictly speak- 
ing, no good or new works and per- 
formers have appeared in the past ten 
years. Xiangsheng performers with cer- 
tain fame altogether amount to 50 pairs 
nationwide, among whom only 20 to 30 
pairs are active on stage. Less than 10 
pairs enjoy some reputation among the 
active ones. Most of the most popular 
performers have temporarily, or for a 
long time, disappeared from the stage 
as full time cross talk actors. Although 
xiangsheng is not the only traditional 
performing art to be suffering, its plight 
is more severe due to the very small 
number of professional xiangsheng writ- 
ers around the country, totaling at most 
seven or eight. 

The audience for xiangsheng has shrunk 
sharply, especially in the big cities among 
young people with a high educational back- 
ground. Xiangsheng to some people has be- 
come at most a boring dialog, something 
along the lines of, T just can’t laugh no mat- 
ter how much you tickle me’. 

Is this because people don’t appreciate 
this age-old art form anymore in the new 
century? 

The answer is no. 

Ma Sanli’s farewell performance held on 
last Saturday provided excellent proof. All 
the 3,000 tickets were sold out with lots of 
Beijingers going all the way to Tianjin. Re- 
porters from some Beijing media were in 
fear of being refused admission to the the- 
ater on account of no courtesy tickets. The 
touts outside the theater were speculating 
from 400 yuan for ordinary seats, to 2,000 
yuan for VIP seats. 

Where there is unfairness, falsehood, 
and evil, there should be xiangsheng to 
speak for ordinary people. If cross talk los- 
es its conscience, its spearhead, it would 
be like the bee losing his sting: his time is 
counted. No wonder a recent report in one 
of the capital’s newspapers has brought 
out a whole page calling for a funeral for 
xiangsheng. 

People who grew up with the laughter 
from xiangsheng will not forget it so eas- 
ily. A famous xiangsheng performer once 
said xiangsheng is a profession to make 
people happy, and as long as people need 
happiness, xiangsheng would last. 


pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great WalTj 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


By Miao Yajie 

The most sensational cultural event 
last week in Beijing and Tianjin was 
the farewell performance of Ma Sanli, an 
88-year-old xiangsheng, or cross talk mas- 
ter, to say adieu to his 80 years on stage 
in Tianjin. Because of him, the laughter 
accompanying xiangsheng, that has fad- 
ed out of many people’s memories for al- 
most a decade, came back to life. 

Art of Language 

Xiangsheng used to be the most popu- 
lar folk art form in north China. In around 
1870, xiangsheng developed from its street 
performance origins into a profession. Al- 
though there is no room to go into de- 
tail, worth mentioning is the first 
big name in xiangsheng histo- 
ry: Zhu Shaowen (1829-1903), 
stage name Tearless of poverty’ 
(^T'ffi)- He started to learn 
Beijing opera at an early 
age and later was a success- 
ful playwright in the mili- 
tary pieces for Beijing opera. 
He was erudite but not inter- 
ested in the imperial civil exam- 
inations. Since his generation, 
xiangsheng has enjoyed 
a position ranking as 
an independent trade. 
The master-appren- 


tice relationship and the con- 
cept of guild formed, and the 
genealogical tree of the trade 
has continued to grow ever 
since. 

In a period of 150 to 200 
years at most, xiangsheng 
developed from a one-man 
comic act to two-men comic 
dialogue, to multi-perform- 
er conversation, or even 
male and female perform- 
ers together in form, and 
consisted of four basic ele- 
ments: talking, imitating, 
provoking laughter with 
funny remarks, and stylized 
singing (iy£x gs P|). 

Xiangsheng is an art of 
language. Stories are told 
through talking and singing 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

1^1^:6:00 - 8:30, 
30 71/^,400 HIE, 1000 7U/^lt 0 
68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
iming Daxue stop. 
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By Zhao Pu 

offee is a symbol of 
I Europe”, says Chen 
Danyan, “and a city’s 
flavor can be smelled sitting in 
one of its cafes.” 

“Relishing the flavor of oth- 
er people’s things,” is the de- 
scription by Chen on her new 
book about her 11 years’ jour- 
ney through Europe. One of the 


Chen Danyan: 
Relishing the fla- 
vor of other peo- 
ple’s things 

At the very start of the 
journey, I had no idea about 
composing a book for the 
intermittent ten-year trips. 

Walking along those for- 
eign streets with just a 
backpack, and listening to 
those alien languages, I 
felt like a shadow from a 
fairy tale that had lost its 
owner, a shadow that no 
long needed to follow the 
owner’s suit, but could act 
freely. My words can hard- 
ly depict that feeling — the 
pleasure, the comfort, the 
indulgence, the nervous- 
ness, the deliria and also 
prudence... It’s not equiv- 
alent to the sunshine and 
laughter of a vacation, nor 
the wandering of a vagrant 
swayed by fate. Those 
small lanes, houses, 
churches, squares, res- 
taurants, and those quiet 
window seats in cafes, di- 
rected my way step by step 
through foreign lands. From 
Nagasaki to Munich, Berlin, 
Rome and Paris, Salaman- 
ca and Porto, Saint Peters- 
burg and Krakow: these 
were the stars in my sky, 
and a section of my life 
sparkled there. 



Photo by Gong Wenxia 


Coffee, Bitter or Not ? 

Calling on cafes on a journey 


flavors steams out from those 
famous and forgotten cafes on 
the streets of big and small 
cities in Europe, thus framing 
the chapters in Coffee, Bitter or 
Not 

The author of the book, Chen 


where she grew up. Her life 
has alternated between writ- 
ing and traveling. “I leave alone 
with a year’s income from books 
for new trips; ...and come back 
when the money’s used up, 
to begin another year’s hard 


er people’s things”. Beginning 
to write, she found that the fla- 
vors should be distributed into 
five parts, including the flavor 
of cafes. 

Coffee, Bitter or Not, pub- 
lished by the Yunnan People’s 
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there’s more about the traces 
of culture and history left in 
those cafes scattered on the 
old streets of Europe. Brows- 
ing the chapters and cafe 
pictures in the book, the read- 
er feels and touches those 




Danyan, came to the forefront 
by writing stories about women 
and children against the back- 
ground of Shanghai, the place 


work in writing.” When she first 
planned a book featuring her 
journey, she came across the ti- 
tle “Relishing the flavor of oth- 


Publishing House in January 
2001, portrays 26 cafes on her 
way around Europe. It’s not 
just different tastes of coffee, 


European cafes through the 
author’s particular perspec- 
tive — that of a delicate orien- 
tal woman writer. 




Caffe Costanti-Arezzo, Italy 

Arezzo is an ancient city in 
Italy, which became a commer- 
cial center in the 6th century 
3.C. The Church of Saint Francis 
in the city claims to be a world- 
famous fresco church. The fres- 
co of the Crusades in the church 
is said to be the most beautiful 
fresco remaining on the earth, 
and a glance at it may cost you 
12,000 lire ($5.50). 

The Caffe Costanti facing the 
church is the oldest and most 
exquisite cafe in the city. The 
cafe has remained almost un- 
changed over the last century, 
except for two pictures added 
on the wall. One of the pictures 
was taken in 1925, and features 
the host of the cafe pulling an 
ice-cream barrow; the other one 
was in 1945, with various wine 
bottles behind the counter giv- 
ing no hint of the war’s disaster. 

The coffee is fragrant, with 
those cakes, ice cream and des- 
erts. The sugar skin on the little 
pieces of bread is always as 
lovely as the smiles on young 
girl’s faces. The high backs on 
those old-fashioned train seats 
in the cafe are covered by artifi- 
cial leather, as they were before 
World War II. 

Schwarze Pumpe Cafe- 
Berlin, Germany 

The subway leading to 
Schwarze Pumpe Cafe is old and 


Rosa Luxemburg Squares Sta- 
tion. This century old subway 
station in East Serlin was erect- 
ed in commemoration of the fa- 
mous German socialist, activist 
of international communism in 
the same period as Lenin — Ms. 
Rosa Luxemburg. A large por- 
trait of her hangs on the wall of 
the station. 

It also passes through the 
Alexander Square Station. Not 
far from that square, there is 
the Square of Marx and Engels. 
Statues of the two founders of 
socialism stand in the center of 
the square. Tourists dropping by 
usually take a photo of “Marx, 
Engels and me”. 

Schwarze Pumpe Cafe stands 
on a small lane nearby the subway 
station. Many people in West 
Serlin know about this cafe, 
there used to be a state-owned 
coal factory on the site of this 
quiet cafe. 

After the reunification of East 
and West Germany, the factory 
became insolvent due to back- 
ward techniques. The tablet on 
the gate of the cafe is an old tab- 
let taken from the old factory. 
The newspaper reporting on the 
factory is stuck up on the wall; 
some machine parts are scat- 
tered in the corners; the electric 
fan on the roof seems to be an 
original from the staff canteen... 

When there are very few cli- 
ents, the cafe looks more like an 


tory, with hardly any fragrance 
of coffee. 

Time in cafes 

At 9am, most cafes are still 
closed. Looking inside through 
the shut doors and windows, the 
chairs are all laid on tables. The 
mixed smell of last night’s ciga- 
rettes and coffee seeps out of 
the cafe through the cracks in 
the doors and windows, onto the 
street. First guest is the nine 
o’clock sunshine, which warms 
the iron chains locking the ta- 
bles and chairs. And when the 
waiters come to open those iron 
locks on the tables’ legs, they 
are already warm. 

At 11am, someone is having 
breakfast on the window seat in 
the cafe on the street corner. 
He must be lonesome, that guy 
eating alone in the cafe at 11am 
on a Saturday — a lonely guy who 
lives alone, and even needs to kill 
time in a cafe at the weekend. 

At 1pm, people are almost 
dozing off under the heat of the 
sunshine; soda water is bubbling 
in the glass on the table; the oily 
smell of food is floating in the 
air; and the smell of fried pota- 
to chips add the feeling of sat- 
isfaction after lunch. Trees are 
all stock-still in glaring sunlight 
out of the door and the win- 
dows, seemingly dozing off. Peo- 
ple sitting beside the window are 
chatting without feeling tired, 


through the warm and thick air 
sound a little sleepy. 

At 5pm, a man walked out 
of the most famous anti-tradi- 
tional cafe-CAFE on the most 
famous street-Oranienburger in 
3erlin, with his dog. That’s a cafe 
with a lot of guests smoking, so 
cigarette smell lingers on their 
clothes and hair. People are at 
work on weekdays, so there are 
mostly professionals, college 
students and tourists in the cafe 
in the afternoon. They give out 
a kind of leisurely aura, which is 
far from routine daily life. Many 
people ordered a lot to eat at 
that sunny 5pm, and ate and ate. 
When it snows, a green candle is 
lit on each table. 

At 12pm, golden time for a 
cafe. Like a piece of flaring char- 
coal burning in a fire, the cafe at 
12pm is sending out mixed fra- 
grance of hot coffee and 5panish 
wine, golden candle lights, and re- 
laxing music. At that time of the 
day, people in the cafe are no 
longer careful and prudent. Their 
hearts have been washed by cof- 
fee, boiled in wine, and dipped in 
music, and thus yearning to open 
their doors to show the stories 
inside... then become friends, con- 
fidants, and lovers in that warm 
cafe. Coming out of the cafe, the 
stars in the sky seem to be en- 
larged in the deep night. 

— Extract from Coffee, Bitter or Not 



shabby. It passes through the exhibit room of the factory’s his- 



whereas their voices resounding Translated by Zhao Pu 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 
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Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
Talent Resurfaces in 
The Touch 


Picture from The Touch 
By Zhu Lin 

In her upcoming adventure film 
The Touch to be released next sum- 
mer, Michelle Yeoh cooperates again 
with Peter Pau, Oscar winner for 
cinematography in Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon , as both take differ- 
ent roles. 

Besides starring as the heroine, 
Yeoh, the 1997 Bond Girl, will make 
her debut as a producer in The 
Touch. Pau stars as director. Talk- 
ing about the film, Yeoh predicts, “I 
think it’ll be more interesting than 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon .” 

Branded as the female equiva- 
lent of Jackie Chan in Asia, Yeoh 
goes in for action films. Her first 
self-produced film sets no exception. 
Budgeted at about $20 million, The 
Touch tells the story of a criminal 
gang working within a big circus. 


Yeoh plays a trapeze artist in 
an acrobatic troupe in this action 
adventure. Ever since this August 
when filming started, the wildest 
parts of Tibet and Dunhuang have 
provided a stunning backdrop. 

The original story happens in 
Europe, and it was Pau who decided 
to revise it into a Chinese context, 
“We have endless legends in China. 
Why do we have to fit into a foreign 
background?” The big ‘internation- 
al’ crew is now working hard under 
Pau’s direction. The cast and crew- 
members come from 12 different 
countries. Six assistant directors 
speak different languages. 

“I was so happy to work with 
such an international family,” said 
Yeoh at the press conference of the 
film on December 4 at Beijing’s 
Kunlun Hotel. She also revealed 
her intention to make the transfor- 


mation to producer little by little 
because of her age. 

The filming is going well apart 
from a few little hitches. Ben 
Chaplin, well known for his 
touching performance in 
The Thin Red Line , has 
become another high- 
light of The Touch in 
the leading male role. 

With no prior ex- 
perience in martial 
arts, Chaplin has 
been working very 
hard. Once during 
a fight scene he was 
too nervous and acci- 
dentally injured Yeoh 
and a few others. For- 
tunately none of the 
injuries was seri- 
ous. 

Photos by Jackey 



How Far is Picasso’s Oil Painting from China? 


By Zhao Pu 

An exhibition of ‘Black and 
White Images — Picasso Prints’ will 
be held at the Art Museum of 
the China Millennium Monument 
from December 15, 2001 to Febru- 
ary 15, 2002. 161 original Picasso 
prints from the Musee de Lodeve in 
France, which had previously been 
on display in Guangzhou earlier in 
November, are presented in the ex- 
hibition. 

The art pieces of Picasso lie in 
art museums all over Europe, but 
have rarely been presented in Chi- 
na. While this Picasso print exhi- 
bition breaks the ice, it arouses a 
query at the same time — where are 
Picasso’s oil paintings? 

What has blocked their way to 
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China? According to Shi Guang- 
sheng, director of the Art Mu- 
seum of the China Millennium 
Monument, the biggest obstacle 
for drawing those art works is 
a financial problem, “Most of the 
large scale art exhibitions previ- 
ously held in China are govern- 
mental exchange programs, and 


it’s still financially difficult for 
China to arrange such costly ex- 
hibitions commercially.” Another 
hindrance is lack of suitable ex- 
hibiting space, since the present 
state of most domestic exhibition 
halls still fails to meet the stan- 
dards of such high profile works 
of art, says Shi. 

General Manager of the China 
International Exhibition Center, 
Zhang Yu holds a different view, 
“The market is the major problem. 
Take the exhibitions of Henry Mall 
and Zhang Daqian for example, 
very few visitors showed up at the 
exhibition hall.” The art exhibition 
market in China is still immature, 
“So what we should do now is to 
warm up the market, which in- 


volves marketing and promotional 
efforts.” 

Picasso endowed us with nearly 
60,000 works, dating from 1900 to 
1973. They include oil paintings, mu- 
rals, prints, sculptures, set design, 
pottery, multimedia work and so 
on — each medium executed distinct- 
ly and with remarkable creativity. As 
masterpieces like Guernica and Les 
Demoiselles d’Avignon have passed 
around the world for the apprecia- 
tion of many, it’s a pity they are left 
behind in Picasso’s visit to China. 

Whatever the reasons — money, 
exhibition space, or market, we 
hope the problem can be solved 
soon and look forward to those gen- 
uine art treasures’ emergence in 
our exhibition halls. 


New Year Concert 
Welcomes Suggestions 

By Zhu Lin 

M ore than 50 concerts under the name of ‘New 
Year Concert’ will be splashed across Bei- 
jing’s performing market from mid-December 
to next January. All the spotlights are focused directly 
on the Beijing New Year Concert on December 31 at 
the Grand Hall of the People. After its debut in 1997, 
the New Year Concert has made impressive progress, 
although suggestions are still required. 

Shining stars at the concert include Sarah Chang, 
the genius violinist, Li Yundi, winner of the latest 
Chopin International Piano Competition and Christina 
Andreou, the German soprano. Dai Yuqiang, Luciano 
Pavarotti’s first Asian student, will sing a Chinese folk 
song, Dating at Auhao together with Andreou. The 
Beijing Symphony Orchestra will cooperate with mem- 
bers of the German Radio Symphony Orchestra. 

While the performers’ quality is assured, the 
concert would benefit from interacting with the 
market in a broader sense. “In Vienna, the New 
Year Celebration fits very well into the busi- 
ness world,” said Lucy Nie, who has been 
working on relaying the New Year’s Celebra- 
tion in Vienna on CCTV for years, “CDs of 
the New Year Celebration in Vienna are re- 
leased onto the market the day after the 
concert.” During the past five years, howev- 
er, the Beijing New Year Concert has never 
launched a single CD. 

“The Beijing New Year Concert can at 
1 least learn something from their program ar- 
rangement,” suggested Nie. 

As people in China are appreciating music more deep- 
ly, the concerts are judged by more exacting standards. 
That point is crucial especially since the latest Beijing 
Music Festival boasted of a diverse and bold program, 
which has driven audiences to expect still more. In con- 
trast, the main program of the New Year Concert this 
year lacks variety — The Festival Overture by Chinese 
composer Shi Wanchun, the Uyghur folk song Dance 
for Youth , Hector Berlioz’ Rakoczy March and Modest 
Mussorgsky/Ravel’s The Great Gate of Kiev. 

Starting the New Year to the sound of music, the 
Beijing New Year Concert is on its way to finding a brand 
of its own. 



Beijing Symphony Orchestra 

Photo provided by Huang Guoping 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 -§■ B m 3 M 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

ifejtit: 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open:1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 


7SC ^ Pa JL 5 % 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(01 0)68843388-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

EfeifrCO 10)688433 88-7 18/620 (# JaL/£ 

ifilJiLTTfti 1 1 l loo Xt) 


Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

SIS 

iff ffllljif iW 38 98 7Z 

«-hr i0 7c&aMT& &man mm. 

. wmm , . 

jtfitlt 1 HiTS 65272672 65272704 $$ 8865 
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Panjiayuan 




Photo by Chen Shuyi 


Chinese wrestling, excellent ! 


Flea Market 


JraditionaC WrestCer Revives Ancient Art 


Natural Fiber 

Makes Kerry Comeback 


By Jiao Pei 

Ancient Chinese people paid great attention to the concept of 
harmony between man and nature. However, modem people seek 
to control nature rather than cooperate with it. This feeling of 
estrangement has in turn sparked a reaction, making many people 
eager to return to the earlier philosophy and give more attention to 
understanding and protecting the natural environment. 

Situated in the basement of Kerry Shopping City, Citron 
Pavilion GHU-liJ) is a new shop that aims to ride this trend, 
specializing in products made completely of natural cotton cloth, 
including home decorations, bags, and bed sheets. Owner Wu 
Hui says everything is handmade and dyed with pure natural 
organic pigments. Brown sheets, for example, are dyed with an 
extract of pomegranate, while a light green scarf is dyed using a 
grass called “Ai Cao (3W^)”. 

Colorful decorations come in the guises of fruits, vegetables 
and animals, all of which are remarkably true to life. Dark 
blue bags feature traditional designs, making them ideal comple- 1 
ments to traditional Chinese clothing. Prices range from just a few | 
yuan for decorations to several hundred yuan for more extravagant 
items such as bed sheets. 

Add: Citron Pavilion, B-28B, -IF Kerry Shopping City, 

Kerry Center, 1 Guanghualu, Chaoyang District. Open: 9:30am- 
7:30pm. Tel: 85299497. 


1 
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Business Service 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACE(r^rtS) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

♦ i^^fpillU n'fE 

Business training and cooperation 
International transport 
Technique and culture communication 
International investigation and financing 

♦ E53S'® ifl > M f°] ^ > ft il 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 


HM&iS AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 




AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


By Li Dan 

An aging wrestler has resuscitated the celebrated 
Tianqiao wrestling culture in the south of Beijing. Visi- 
tors to the Huasheng Tianqiao Folk Culture Market 
can get a taste of the Chinese capital’s traditional 
popular culture while enjoying the flavor of genuine 
Beijing-style snacks like Douzhir (j Lvf bean soup), 
huoshao ('XJ&L baked wheaten cake), and baodur 
jfUL quick-boiled tripe). Friends gather to talk their 

hearts out over snacks 
while watching the per- 
formances. Excellent per- 
formances draw a chorus 
of: “Hao! Tai bang le! (Ex- 
cellent! Brilliant!)” 

The owner of the Mar- 
ket is a famous wrestling 
coach, Shuang Dequan, a 
Manchurian in his 60s 
who won several national 
wrestling competitions in 
younger days. Chinese 
wrestling reached its peak 
in the late Qing dynasty, 
when only emperors and 
royal family members had 
the chance to see the 
wrestlers perform. After 
the downfall of the Qing 
Dynasty, the unique skill of Chinese wrestling led a vaga- 
bond life on the streets. The wrestlers finally gathered 
in south Beijing’s Tianqiao district, where Shuang was 
brought up. When Shuang was very young, he learned 
Chinese wrestling from old practitioners. He now has 
more than 20 apprentices to whom he has passed on his 
art to preserve it for future generations. 

It costs only 2 yuan to see the performances at 
Tianqiao and get a glimpse of how Beijing people 
were entertained at the beginning of last century. 

Add: Huasheng Tianqiao Folk Culture Market 
(P P i%), west side of Panjiayuan Flea 

Market. Turn left out of west gate of Panjiayuan 
Flea Market, walk to the end of the road and Tian- 
qiao Market is to your right. Open: Mon-Fri 3 
pm-4:30 pm; Weekend, 10 am-ll:30 am / 3 pm-4:30 
pm. Tel: 67629709. 



Shuang slams 
opponent 


hapless 


Savor the 
?outh Silk Way 

By Xiao Xia 

“The prints of a horse’s hoof can 
still be traced on the stone path 
today. Together with a Buddha and 
admonitions on the cliff, skeletons 
can be spotted in the huge caves 
or under the sheer precipice from 
time to time. These were left by 
floods or avalanches,” Li Xu, a trav- 
eler, described the South Silk Way 
in his eyes. A newly opened restau- 
rant, called South Silk Way, tells 
the legends of the same place. 

The South Silk Way was an an- 
cient route for caravans to trans- 
port tea and salt from Yunnan to 
Tibet over the last few thousand 
years. The huge profit of tea and 
salt drove warriors to risk their 
lives in the wild forest and in 
the snowy mountains. Entering the 
restaurant, diners are immediately 
struck by a massive photo depict- 
ing a man and his horse on a jour- 
ney beset by danger. 

As a restaurant however, South 
Silk Way is not tough at all. It looks 
more like a loft serving steaks rath- 
er than serving typical Yunnan food 
and special rice wine, if you ignore 
the exhibited relics found in the 
South Silk Way. It is distributed 
from the unique table and chairs, 
handmade glasses, dishes and the 
modern atmosphere. 

Yunnan food is slightly spicy 
while not as extreme as its Sichuan 
cousin. The bamboo rice and rice 
wine are a ‘must taste’ in South 
Silk Way. The cost of a Yunnan ban- 
quet with accompanying legends is 
only two to three hundred yuan. 

Add: 31 Chaoyang Park South 
Road, Chaoyang District, South 
silk Way (Chama Gudao ^-S;^"i£). 

Open: ll:30am-2:30pm; 
5:30pm-l 1:30pm. Tel: 65085618. 



Shen’s Self-Portrait 

IPaintin 
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By Li Dan 

Shen Decong has devoted 
himself to bridging the very dif- 
ferent arts of Western oil paint- 
ing and Chinese embroidery, 
using needle and thread to cre- 
ate an “embroidered oil paint- 
ing”. 

Shen is a graduate of the 
China Arts Institute’s Oil Paint- 
ing Department and a third- 
generation heir to the “Free 
Stitch” embroidery technique 
created by Yang Shouyu in Su- 
zhou. His works are on show 
at the World Trade Shopping 
Mall, featuring various themes 
such as portraiture, still life and 
landscapes. All the works cre- 
atively blend Suzhou traditional 
embroidery with Western clas- 
sical oil painting styles, achiev- 
ing a more three-dimensional 
effect with vivid and immediate 
impact. Shen’s apprentice is on 
hand to show how the master 
does it. 

Shen says Free Stitch orig- 
inated in the 1930s, when it 
broke away from traditional 
Suzhou embroidery to create 
a more varied approach that 
outstripped European “Needle 
Painting” in terms of technique. 

Shen has created many 
works and received many acco- 
lades in the past decade. Among 
his signature works are: Self 
Portrait, Portrait of Van Gogh, 
Portrait of Rabin, and da Vinci’s 
Mona Lisa. Portrait of Rabin is 
in the collection of former Israeli 
First Lady Leah Rabin. 

Add: B1/WB119, Guwu 
Xiuhuang (•£" L) , near the 
Skating Rink, China World Shop- 
ping Mall, China World Trade 
Center (take bus 1, 4, 57, 28, 48, 

9 or subway to Guomao). 

Open: 9:30am-9:30pm. 

Price: 700-10,000 yuan, av- 
erage 3-4,000 yuan. 

Tel: 65056226. 


What’s your favorite shop, stand, bar or restaurant? We will be very happy 
to share your experience with all our readers. And don’t forget, a mystery gift 
is waiting for you if we print your story. Please contact us at 65902524 or 
13910916642. Email: shopping@ynet.com. 



BUSINESS AGENT 
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BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

m±: jb® nm«ix & 2 ■ 

m s *jin 6i 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

±fe±ih: 1 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
£15:68313388 $$ 57107-57109 88371521 ff* : 68342761 1£%A: 



CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 
Tel:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 


i 

i 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


I" 
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BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company ' 


A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 


£ 

l 

1 

l 


★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 


Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX: 88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
^ E-mail: pieere@sina.com 


Monica An°I (S?ttfiE|lttKonica7045 




DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


L 


*600 X 600dpi ffaXfP 
ini : 90 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUT:Less than 90 Seconds 

> 32MB Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING K0NICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Teh 63465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 63448206 Post:100054 

Add: Room 3A407,Pengrun Jiayuan® '/ill @),Caihuying Qoverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 
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Foreign Housing 
on a Limited Budget 


By Wang Dandan 

John Neill is a foreign expert 
in Beijing working for a private 
enterprise. He has to pay his rent 
by himself, and so price is a se- 
rious consideration. He can only 
afford 1,000 USD a month, which 
is low by foreign-approved hous- 
ing standards. Mr. Neill phoned 
Beijing Today and asked if we 
could help him by introducing 
the details of the security, facil- 
ities and surroundings of hous- 
ing within his budget. Beijing 
Today’s market survey came up 
with the following results: 

Location 

The better the location, the 
smaller the apartment.Take Ro- 
man Garden, located in Anyuan 
Road, Chaoyang District as an 
example. 1,000 USD can rent 
a 140-square-meter apartment 
here as it is not so close to 
the central area. However, the 
Huawei Center, located in Xi- 
dan, would cost 1,100 USD for an 
apartment from 60 to 65 square 
meters. Yabao Apartment close 
to Jianguomen would cost 1,100 
USD for 70 square meters. 

Facilities 

Nearly all the foreign-ap- 
proved projects have clubs which 
include swimming pool, health 
club, billiard, table tennis, laun- 
dry, beauty salon etc. Some even 
offer post offices (Roman Gar- 
den). Some offer children’s play- 
grounds, for example Huiyuan 
International Apartments, locat- 
ed in the Asian Games Village, 
and Greenlake Garden by Cha- 
oyang Park. All the projects have 
business center and ticket book- 
ing service. 


TV Channels 

Roman Garden offers the big- 
gest range of channels: CNN, 
HBO, CNBC, CINEMAX, ESPN, 
National Geographic Channel, 
Channel V, Star TV, NHK, RAI, 
TV5, DW. Basically, all the proj- 
ects have at least CNN, HBO, 
Channel V, Star TV, NHK 
Services available 
There is not much difference 
in services. Nearly all the projects 
have housekeeping and laundry 
services, but you have to pay ex- 
tra for it. Yabao Apartment does 
not offer this service. Warwick In- 
ternational Apartment not only 
provides the above services, but 


has a shuttle bus as well. 

Air-conditioning/heating 

fees 

Rent always includes air- 
conditioning/heating fees. 

Parking 

Parking fees differ according 
to the different projects. Yabao 
Apartment: free of charge; Green- 
lake Garden: RMB300/month 
(Carport) RMB500/month (Base- 
ment); Warwick International 
Apartment: RMB 400/month/lot; 
Roman Garden: RMB 500/lot/ 
month (basement); Julong Gar- 
den: free of charge; Huiyuan In- 
ternational Apartment: Free of 
charge (carport) RMB500/month/ 


lot (basement); Huawei Center: 
USD 90/month/lot. 

Telephone bills 

Huiyuan International Apart- 
ment and Huawei Center do not 
charge for local telephone calls, 
while others do. 

In a word, there is not much 
difference among these projects. 
Mr. Neill can choose whatever 
project he likes. The only thing 
he has to consider is the location 
question. It is better to live in 
an area with good traffic and en- 
tertainment facilities. Security is 
essentially the same everywhere, 
as they all have entrance regis- 
tration at the gates. 




Pay Attention to 
Deposit DetaiCs 


By Wang Yang 

Bob Brown wanted to buy a 
house in Beijing, as he plans to 
stay here for some time. After 
looking at different projects over 
the course of several months, he 
eventually settled on one in Cha- 
oyang District. In order to secure 
the apartment, Brown paid the 
developer a 40,000 yuan deposit. 

He paid the deposit in two in- 
stallments. The first installment 
was 15,000 yuan, and he was giv- 
en a receipt saying the money was 
for the deposit. For the second in- 
stallment of 25,000 yuan, the re- 
ceipt said that money was part of 
the payment (not the deposit), but 
he did not notice the difference. 

Shortly after this, his compa- 
ny unexpectedly transferred him 
to Japan, and Brown wanted to 
cancel his purchase of the apart- 
ment. But the developer refused 
to return his money, saying that 
Brown had broken the contract. 

He took the matter to court. 


According to the law, when a pur- 
chaser breaks the contract, the 
payment should be returned, but 
not the deposit. And even the de- 
posit cannot all be kept by the 
developer. 

Brown got the 25,000 yuan 
back, but the 15,000 yuan was 
kept by the developer, as he did 
not specify in the contract how 
much of the deposit should be re- 
turned in the event he didn’t go 
through with the purchase. 

Xu Chendi, a lawyer with 
Beijing Zhongsheng Law Firm, 
suggests that you should regu- 
late in the purchasing agreement 
about what happens to the de- 
posit if you cannot buy the house. 
Usually the developer should not 
keep all the deposit, and should 
return most of it back to you, 
around 80% to 90%. Although 
Brown was lucky that the de- 
veloper wrote the receipt out for 
payment, rather than deposit, he 
still lost some money. 


“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of dif- 
ficulties do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? 
What kind of information do you need? What can we help you 
with? Our E-mail: housing@ynet.com 
Tel: 65902522 Fax: 65902525 


Total Solution 
for Business Tyros 


By Wang Yang 

Traders Hotel’s WTO Pack- 
age offers a suite as accommoda- 
tion and a fully furnished office 
complete with secretarial ser- 
vice for new arrivals in Beijing 
on their business ventures right 
away. 

The deal includes: 

Accommodation in Executive/ 
Studio Suite; serviced and fur- 
nished office space, complete with 
direct phone line; complimen- 
tary buffet breakfast daily, or 
your choice of room service; 
complimentary round-trip air- 
port transfer; free entrance to 
fitness centers at Traders and 


China World Hotels; free inter- 
national newspaper daily; 20% 
discount on business center ser- 
vices; 20% discount at Traders 
Cafe and Oriental Restaurant; 
20% discount on laundry and dry- 
cleaning and cross-signing privi- 
lege at China World and Kerry 
Center Hotel restaurant outlets. 

The price starts from 160 
USD plus 15% surcharge and is 
valid from November 15 2001 un- 
til March 15 2002. Reservations 
must be made prior to arrival, 
with minimum stay of 15 consec- 
utive nights. Package is subject 
to availability. 


Guest 



Quiz 


Target: Friendship Hotel 

When: 20:30-11:40, Tuesday, Dec. 11 th 

Hotel Detective: Wang Dandan 


Jean Paul, France 

I met my wife here in this hotel. Actually most of the foreigners 
living here are working for governmental organizations such 
as CRI or CCTV. I went to dinner on a hot summer day last 
year, and there was not a vacant individual table, so I just sat 
beside my wife. We started talking in a very good atmosphere 
and it was the best dinner I have ever had. 

Jacqueline Beth, America 

Many overseas experts live here and I like this atmosphere. I 
am not so accustomed to living in a local community. It is sur- 
prising that not many local people live here. 

Simon Lee, Hongkong 

It is a state-owned hotel and I trust it in terms of security. 
Nothing could be more important than security for people 
fresh to the city. 




Law Lets Rent Cheat off the Hook 


By Wang Dandan/ Yan Ming 

Annie is an Italian owner 
of a foreign-approved house in 
Beijing. As she does not often 
stay here, she decided to rent 
out her house to a man named 
James. 

James signed a two-year 
contract, according to which 
he should pay the rent in 
six-month installments. James 
paid for the first six months, 
but then failed to pay the next 
installment, claiming severe 
economic difficulties. 

Annie is a kind lady and 
told him not to worry but to 
try and pay the rent as soon as 
possible. Three months later, 
James paid for three months. 


That was the last money Annie 
saw at the end of two years, 
she had received money for 
only nine months. She went 
to court to demand James be 
made to pay up. 

According to the Rental 
Contract provisions of the 
Code of Civil Law, the legal 
protection period for such a 
contract is just one year, re- 
gardless of what period you 
have signed up for. 

For this reason, the court 
awarded Annie just 12 months 
rent instead of the full 15 
months owing, because the law 
only protects her for one year. 
Annie says she will never let 
the same thing happen again. 


Office Prices 


Silver Tower: 

Rent: US$35/month/sqm 
Location: Northeast Third Ring 
Road, Chaoyang District. Close to 
Hilton Hotel, located convenient- 
ly near the Third Ring Road and 
airport express way. 

China Life Tower: 

Rent: US$45/month/sqm(net) 
Location: Chaoyangmenwai Av- 
enue, Chaoyang District. It is 
only 100 meters away from Cha- 
oyangmen subway station. 

China Resources Building: 
Rent: US$36.8-38.8/month/sqm 
Location: Jianguomen North 
Avenue, Dongcheng District. 

CITIC Building: 

Rent: US$36/month/sqm(net) 
Location: Jianguomenwai Ave- 
nue, Chaoyang District. Located 
in east part of 6Chang’an Ave- 
nue, with International Club its 
west across the street, and the 
Embassy District to its south. 

The Exchange Beijing: 

Rent: US$29. 5/month/sqm 
Location: Dongsanhuannan 

Road, Chaoyang District. Located 
at the intersection of Jianguom- 
enwai Avenue and East Third 
Ring Road Expressway. Located 
right above the Guomao Subway 
Station. 

COFCO Plaza: 

Rent: US$43/month/sqm(net) 
Location: Jianguomennei Ave- 
nue, Dongcheng District. Locat- 
ed in Jianguomennei Ave., facing 
Chang’an Street and close to Ji- 
anguomen and Beijing Railway 
Station and subway station. 

Continental Building: 

Rent: US$ 18/month/sqm 
Location: Gulouwai Street, 

Dongcheng District. Located be- 
tween North Second Ring Road 
and North Third Ring Road. 

Eagle Run Plaza: 

Rent: US$22-2 7/month/sqm 
Location: Xiaoyun Road, Cha- 
oyang District. It is across the 
street from the Third Embassy 
District and close to Lufthansa 
Center and 10 minutes walk to 


bus station at Third Ring Road. 

First Shanghai Center: 

Rent: US$26/month/sqm 
Location: Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang District. 

Grand Place: 

Rent: US$26. 5/month/sqm 
Location: Anli Road, Chaoyang 
District. In Asian Games Village. 

Hyundai Millennium Tower: 
Rent: US$28/month/sqm 
Location: Xiaoyun Road, Cha- 
oyang District. Close to the Luf- 
thansa Center and Landmark 
Towers. 

Jing An Center: 

Rent: US$23-27/month/sqm 
Location: Zuojiazhuang, Chaoy- 
ang District. It is close to Beijing 
International Exhibition Center, 
Royal Hotel and Carrefour Super- 
market and also near the Third 
Ring Road. 

Lufthansa Center: 

Rent: US$52/month/sqm(net) 
Location: Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang District. Close to east 
Third Ring Road. 

Pacific Century Place: 

Rent: US$3 7/month/sqm 
Location: Gongtibei Road, Cha- 
oyang District. Close to East 
Third Ring. 

Raycom Infotech Park Tower 
A: 

Rent: US$25-30/month/sqm (ex- 
cluding management fee) 
Location: Zhongkeyuannan 

Road, Haidian District. 

Towercrest Plaza: 

Rent: US$20-23/month/sqm 
Location: Xiaoyun Road, Cha- 
oyang District. The Beijing Inter- 
national Airport is a ten minutes’ 
drive away. 

The above information is weekly 
updated and for reference only 
All information provided by DTZ 
Debenham Tie Leung For further 
information, please go to 
www.dtz.com 
www.dtz.bj.cn 

Email: residential @dtz. bj.cn 


Homehelp 


Skyworth Home 
Appliance Center 


By Wang Yang 

Little Swan Home 
Appliance Center 

Tel: 68905790 

Gree Home Appliance Center 

Tel: 83525282 

Xinfei Home Appliance Center 

Tel: 67719439 

Galanz Home Appliance Center 

Tel: 68130453 


Tel: 62227120 

Qisheng Home 
Appliance Center 

Tel: 85298168 

Peony Home Appliance Center 

Tel: 66020210 

Kelon Home Appliance Center 

Tel: 63442986 
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Brunch with Santa Kids can enjoy 
a fun-filled brunch with entertainment, 
games and a Christmas Children’s Buf- 
fet. Where: Cafe California, Harbour Pla- 
za Beijing 8 Jiangtaixilu, 

Chaoyang District. When: Dec. 16, from 
11am. Admission: 90 yuan per adult and 
38 yuan per child (under 10 years old). 
Tel: 64362288. 

Santa Photo Op “Santa and me . . .on 
camera” Where: Hotel Lobby, Holiday Inn 
Lido Beijing (ffiflMfxSlRjS), Jiangtailu. 
When: till Dec. 24. Fee: 30 yuan per pho- 
to. Tel: 64376688. 




Romantic Ideas Competition Write 
down the stories you experience or the 
plan you will practice in future. Four priz- 
es will be awarding for proposing, wed- 
ding, romantic wedding commemoration 
day, and romantic cyber love. When: till 
Feb. When to declare the result: after 
the Valentine Day, Buffet Wine Dinner at 
Just for You Two How to take 

part: email the creative experience or 
plan to info@your-bar.com Tel: 66174200. 

Chinese Culture Club Regular 
Activities 

1) Chinese calligraphy class. A young 
Chinese calligrapher gives courses to ex- 
pats. English narration, ink, paper, brush 
and mat are provided. Where: Library 
Bar. When: every Thursday 7-9pm Fee: 
40 Yuan / per week. 

2) Chinese Ink & Water Painting Class. 
English narration, tools and materials are 
provided. Where: Library Bar, IF Tower 
B of East Gate Plaza, right behind the 
Poly Plaza, Dongsishitiao Subway Station, 
Dong’erhuanlu. (Opposite Baskin & Rob- 
bins in the building.) When: every Wednes- 
day, 7-9 pm Fee: 60 Yuan / per week. 

3) Learn Taichi. Suitable for begin- 

ner’s and intermediate level. Where: 
Bamboo Garden Hotel 24 

Xiaoshiqiao Hutong, Jiugulou Dajie, 
Northwest of the Drum Tower. When: 
every Sunday morning, 10- 12am. Fee: 
60 yuan once. Tel: 8462-2081/1350- 
103-5145 (Feng Cheng). 

Fancy Dress Party Where: Sweet- 
ness, 19 Liangmaqiaolu, Anjialou, east 
of Lufthansa Center, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: Dec. 16. Tel: 84562899. 




Friday 

December 14 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 1C. Min: -9C. 

Saturday 
December 15 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 1C. Min: -IOC. 


Sunday 
December 16 

Cloudy to clear 
Max: OC. Min: -11C. 

Monday 
December 17 

Clear to overcast 
Max: OC. Min: -11C. 


Tuesday 
December 18 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: OC. Min: -9C. 

Wednesday 
December 19 

Clear to overcast 
Max: -1C. Min: -8C. 


* 
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Thursday 
December 20 

Overcast to cloudy 
Max: -1C. Min: -7C. 

We are glad to receive your feed- 
back. If you need any help in your life, 
you can email us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 65902522 

By Priscilla / Lydia 



Popular Classics China 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Jo- 
hann Strauss: Overture to Die 
Fledermaus; Richard Rogers: 
Sound of Music Suite; Leon- 
ard Bernstein: West Side Sto- 
ry Suite; Incidental Music: 
Star Wars, Romance from 
The Gadfly, Schindler’s List. 
Folk music: Londonderry Air, 
Greensleeves, Colorful Clouds 
Chasing the Moon, Silent 
Night. Ballet Music: Piotr 
Ilyich Tchaikovsky, Nutcrack- 
er Suite. Conductor: Yang 
Yang. Where: Poly Theater, 
14 Dongzhimen Nandajie. 
When: Dec. 24, 7:30pm. Ad- 
mission: 30-220 yuan. Tel: 
65001188-5682. 

Ciompi Quartet of Duke 
University M. Ravel: String 
Quartet in F; Erwin Schulhoff: 
Five dances for String Quar- 
tet: Vienna Waltz, Serenade, 
Czech Dance, Tango, Tarantel- 
la; three Chinese folk songs. 
Where: Beijing Concert Hall, 
west Chang 5 an Avenue, west 
of Capital Cinema. When: 
Dec. 18, 7:30pm. Admission: 
20-220 yuan. Tel: 66057002. 

Famous Songs Chorus 
New Year Concert Sympho- 
ny Orchestra of Zhanyou Song 
& Dance Troupe. Conductor: Ji- 
ang Xiebin. Where: Forbidden 
City Concert Hall, Zhongshan 


Exhibitions 


Park. When: Dec. 20, 7:30pm. 
Admission: 30-280 yuan, 500 
yuan VIP. Tel: 65598285. 

Rock Music Ordnance Of- 
fice, Spring& Autumn, ‘Wind 
of God”, 920s (Japan), Second- 
hand Rose. When: Dec. 15. 
TooKoo underground al- 
bum debut, TooKoo, CMCB, 
Twisted Machine play live. 
When: Dec. 21. “Revival of 
the Heavy God” album re- 
lease, featuring 12 Chinese 
heavy metal bands. When: 
Dec. 22. Where: Get Lucky ( d 
S/jPE) Taiyanggonglu, east 
of south gate of University 
of International Business and 
Economics. Tel: 64299109. 


Performance. This concert will 
deliver a series of newly com- 
posed pieces, including Moun- 
tain Drum, Fire of the Youth, 
Sea, Noisy World, Love in To- 
kyo and more, combining new 
music with folk music. There 
will be no host or break in this 
concert, so the audience can 
appreciate the music without 
being interrupted. Where: 
Guangbo Theater (UffigiJ®), 
inside the east gate of Cen- 
tral People’s Broadcast Sta- 
tion, 2 Fuxingmenwai Dajie. 
When: Dec. 27, 28. Admission: 
38-88 yuan. Tel: 65079704, 
65079556. 




Red Poppy Concert 

Established in 1999, the Red 
Poppy Percussion Orches- 
tra is composed of young 
girls between 18 and 23 and 
has performed nearly 100 
times at home and abroad. 
Highlights include the 2001 
CCTV Chinese New Year 
Evening Show and the 21st 
World Universiade Closing 


Christmas Concerts 

Christmas Songs & Broadway 
Dance Night When: Dec. 23, 
7:30pm. Admission: 30-260 
yuan. Christmas Eve World 
Classics Concert When: 
Dec. 24, 7 :30pm. Admission: 
30-180 yuan. Where: Na- 
tional Library Concert Hall, 
33 Zhongguancun Nandajie, 
Haidian District. Tel: 
88455501, 68419220. 

Yaoshi-Ziyue Band Singer 
& bass, Qiu Ye; Guitar, Wen Lin; 
Keyboard, Zhou Fei; Drums, 
Lu Xun. Where: Sweetness, 
19 Anjialou, Chaoyang District, 
turn left at the first intersection 
east of the Lufthansa Center. 
When: Dec: 21. Tel: 84562899. 

New “Old” Place for Live 
Music Once the jazz standard 
in Beijing; now devoted to un- 
derground music. Every Thurs- 
day a new band. Where: CD 
Cafe, south of Agriculture Ex- 
hibition Center, east third ring 
road, Chaoyang District. Tel: 
65018877 ext 3032. 


Shu Feng Ink & Wash Paintings Tai- 
wanese artist; Review of Heilongjiang’s Art; 
The Magic of Chinese Characters - Zhu 
Ming’s Calligraphy Art Exhibition. Where: 
National Library of Fine Arts, 1 Wusidajie, 
Dongcheng District. When: Dec. 18-23. Ad- 
mission: 4 yuan Tel: 64016234. 

Review of 2001 , s Elite Exhibition Over 
70 works selected from the exhibitions of 
2001, mainly Chinese traditional paintings, 
etchings, ink & wash and oil paintings. 
Where: Huangshicheng Gallery, 136 Nan- 
chizi Dajie, Dongcheng District. When: 
Dec. 16-30, 9am-5pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
65212646. 

Small Oil Paintings Elite Exhibition 
When: Dec. 15-Jan. 15, 9am-6pm, closed 
on Mon. Where: 3F, Beijing East Gallery. 
Standing Exhibition of Oil Paintings 
When: throughout the year, close on Mon. 
Where: 4F, Beijing East Gallery, Desheng- 
men Watchtower, Bei’erhuanlu, Xicheng Dis- 
trict. Admission: 2 yuan. Tel: 82014962. 

East Meets West Represented artists of 
Creation Gallery Han Shuli, Xiao Shunzhi, 
Liu Xuezhi, Tong Shuai and more. The ka- 
leidoscope of colors shown in this exhibition 
will add some flavor to this gray winter 




to friends and relatives. Where: Creation 
Galley, Ritandonglu. North of the end, Cha- 
oyang District. When: till the end of Dec., 
10am-7pm. Tel: 65067570. 

Red Sandalwood Museum This is the 
best place to see exquisitely carved san- 
dalwood and learn the history of the craft 
over the last few hundred years. Where: Xin- 
glongxijie, Gaobeidian (itj^r/S), Chaoyang 
District. When: 9am-5pm, closed on Mon. 
Admission: 20 yuan. Tel: 85752818. 

Guanghantang Furniture Museum 
Courtyard museum of ancient Chinese clas- 
sical furniture set to the sound of tradi- 
tional music. Where: Nangaolu 
Dashanzidonglu ( A. ib -f~ & $&) Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. Available for parties. When: 9am-6pm. 
Tel: 84567963/5 

Sports Museum Exhibition rooms for an- 
cient and modern sports, with special exhib- 
its on the Olympics. The first museum of its 
kind in China. Where: 3A, Andinglu, Chaoy- 
ang Dsitrict. When: 8:30am-4:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 5 yuan. Tel: 64912233 ext 497. 




in Beijing. Where: Creation Gallery, north 
end of Ritan Donglu, Chaoyang District, by 
the northeast corner of Ritan Park. When: 
Dec. 22-31, 10am-7pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
65067570. 

Paintings for X’mas Young artists pres- 
ent paintings full of energy to welcome the 
upcoming Christmas season. You may also 
choose one or two pieces as your X’mas gifts 


Dining Out 


Secrets in Red Capital Club Res- 
taurant Located in an ancient quadran- 
gle with a mysterious atmosphere. Much 
of the furniture used to belong to former 
national leaders. Chairman Mao’s favor- 
ite blunt-snout bream is here, plus fan- 
shaped bamboo shoots beloved of Zhou 




Enlai and Deng Xiaoping when they stud- 
ied in France. Where: 66 Dongsijiutiao 
Hutong, Dongcheng District, bus 701, 
115, 118 and 24 minibus to Dongsishi- 
tiao. Book in advance. Average price: 
120-200 yuan /person. Open: 6pm- 11pm. 
Tel: 64027150. 


Italian Movies Dec. 15, 7 pm- 

Francesco, Giullare di Dio Dec. 22, 

7pm - India Senza Limiti All direct- 
ed by Roberto Rossellini Where: 

Space for Imagination Coffee Shop, 

5 Xiwangzhuang Xiaoqu, Haidian 
District (take bus 355 to Shuangq- 
inglu). Admission: 5 yuan. Tel: 

62791280. 

Korean Movies Peppermint 
Candy Directed by Lee Chang Dong, 
starring Sui Kyung Gu, Mun So Ry. 

Where: 5F, Hyundai Millennium 
Tower , 38 Xiaoyun- 

lu, Chaoyang District. When: Dec. 21, 5:30pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
84538112-4. 





Pear Flowers The Xiao Bai 
Hua (Little Hundred Flower) 
Yueju Troupe from Hangzhou, 
the capital of Zhejiang province. 
Where: China Children’s Theater, 
64 Dong’anmen Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. Take bus 103, 104 108 
to Dong’anshichang. When: Dec. 
19, 7:30pm. Admission: 50-200 
yuan. Tel: 65121425. 

Green Rhythm The famous 
dancer from Canada will give a 
performance combining western 



and eastern style, and fusing tra- 
ditional and modern elements. 
Where: Beijing Exhibition Cen- 
ter Theater, west of Beijing Zoo. 
When: Dec. 15 and 16, 7:30pm. 
Admission: 50-500 yuan. Tel: 
68354455. 

Ballet Classics Evening 
Party Central Ballet Troupe. 
Where: Poly Theater, 14 Dong- 
zhimen Nandajie, bus 113, 115 
to Dongsishitiao. When: Dec. 
17, 7:30pm. Admission: 180-380 
yuan. Tel: 65001188-5682. 

Cui Hua , Serve the Pickled 
Chinese Cabbage With a name 
drawn from a popular song com- 
posed and sung by Xue Cun, this 
is an amusing piece to celebrate 
Christmas and the New Year. 
Directed by Tian Youliang, Art 
director in chief, Zhang Guang- 
tian, starring Qiao Yuyan, Shi 
Zhan, Su Zilong, Wang Yuning, 
with guest performers Xue Cun 
and Yang Ting. Where: Mini 
Theater of China Youth Art The- 
ater, When: Dec. 21- Jan. 4. Ad- 
mission: 80 yuan, 40 yuan for 
students. Tel: 65596575. 
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Christmas is coming! To make 
a great festive feast, check out 
the following stores for the nec- 
essary ingredients: 

Friendship Store Grocery 
at east end, beside Starbucks 
Add: 17 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. Open: 9am- 
9pm. Tel: 65003311. 

Lufthansa Center Add: 
-IF, Dongs anhuanlu. Open: 
9am-10pm. Tel: 64651188. 

China World Trade Center 
Groceries at east entrance, -IF. 
Add: 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie. 
Open: 9am-9pm. Tel: 65052288. 

Price Smart Members only 
Add: 18A, Xueqinglu (^>fE&) 
Haidian District. Open: 9am- 
9pm. Tel: 62927004-5. 

Jenny Lou’s Turkeys cost 39 
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Squash Court Options 

Beijing Kempinski Hotel 
Health Center The best-equipped 
place in Beijing for squash. Three 
courts. Liangmaqiaolu, opposite of 
Beijing Lufthansa Friendship Shop- 
ping Mall. 7am-9pm. 85 yuan/45 
mins. Tel: 64653388. 

Beijing Yifangyuan 
Sports Center Possessing two im- 
ported professional courts. A little bit 
expensive. A12 Chengshousilu, 
Fengtai District. 6am- 12 midnight. 
Price: 6am-10am (100 yuan/hr), 
10am-5pm (120/hr), 5pm- 10pm 
(150/hr), 10pm- 12 midnight (120/hr), 
holiday and weekend (150/hr). Tel: 
67686008. 

Beijing Hilton Health Club 

Many skilled squash players often 
come here. Only one court. 1 Dong- 
fanglu, Dongsanhuabeilu, Chaoy- 
ang District. 6am- 10pm. 60 yuan/hr. 
Tel: 64662288 ext 7478. 

Beijing Shangri-la Hotel 
Sports Center Convenient for peo- 
ple living in the west of Beijing. One 
court. 29 Zizhuyuanlu, Haidian Dis- 
trict. 9am- 11pm. 60 yuan/hr. Tel: 
68412211. 

Xidan Cultural Center Plaza 

Squash first, shopping after. Two 
courts. B3, Xidan Cultural Center 
Plaza, bus 1, 4, 57 or subway to 
Xidan. 2 fields. 9:30am-9:30pm. 80 
yuan/hr. Tel: 66063273. 

Beijing Guodu (|H#fl) Squash 
Center Traveling squash fans often 
choose this one as it’s convenient for 
the airport. One court. Xiaotianzhu, 
Airport Expressway. 100 yuan/hr in- 
cluding shower and sauna. 6am- 
8:30pm. Tel: 64565588 ext 1217. 


yuan/kg. Add: 50 meters south of 
the west gate of Chaoyang Park, 
across from Green Lake Apart- 
ments. Tel: 65016249. 

Charlotte’s Butchery and 
Delicatessen Turkeys import- 
ed from USA, hams, cookies, 
chocolates and bread. Also sells 
gingerbread, gluhwein. Turkeys 
cost 50 yuan/kg. Add: 1 Nong- 
zhan Nanlu, south of the west 
gate of Chaoyang Park. Open: 
10am-8pm. Tel: 65083884, 

13910620298 (Ms.Wu) 

Lido Market Turkeys im- 
ported from USA, priced 78 
yuan/kg for raw turkey, 98 yuan 
for cooked. Add: east entrance, 
Lido Holiday Inn, Jiangtailu (5® 
n E&), Chaoyang District. Open: 
9am-9pm. Tel: 64376688-1542. 



Horseback Riding 

Beijing Green Equestrian 

Club Beautiful scenery, super 
track, excellent equestrian train- 
ing. 180 yuan/hr. Where: north 
bank of Wenyu River (}UMi>RJ) 5 1 
km east from Lijing Garden Villa, 
Jichangfulu (#l±gj$f K), Chaoyang 
District. Tel: 64577166. 

Countryside Hours Racing 
Club Not strictly international- 
class racing standard, but it’s a good 
show and there’s betting on every 
race. Where: Mapo Village, Shun- 
yi County. Open: 6am-7pm. Tel: for 
more info contact at 69403038/9. 

Calling All Football Fans 
From World Cup Qualifiers to the 
English Premiership, UEFA Cham- 
pions League to the Spanish Prim- 
era - we’ve got it all! Watch out for 
some rugby coming up soon on the 
15th & 16th!! Saturday, 10pm Eng- 
lish Premiership preview; 10:50pm 
English Premiership match. Sun- 
day, 9:50pm English Premiership 
Leeds vs Leicester City; 12 mid- 
night, English Premiership Chel- 
sea vs Liverpool. All live! Where: 
ClubFootball Centre, 10 Taip- 
ingzhuang, beside Red House Ho- 
tel, Chunxiulu, Dongzhimenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. Tel: 
64150988/64167786. 
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Thousands of cars skated along streets clad in heavy 
snow in Beijing last Friday. Drivers slalomed off bridges and 
slid across intersections. Giving up on motorized transport, 
a friend and I walked home, watching cars collide every 10 
minutes or so. My friend looked at his watch and said, “If I 
had skis I could have had dinner two hours earlier. 

It’s skiing season in Beijing, and not just for vehicles with 
bald tires. The municipality has a number of large skiing vil 
lages, and the biggest and (they say) best opens on Decern 
ber 22 at Nanshan, north of the city proper. 


Reservoir 


Abater Pump; 


Nanshan Sk[ Village 

By Jiang Zhong 

Nanshan (Sill) boasts four runs for 
skiers of various abilities. The most difficult 
run is 1,500 meters long and the province 
of skillful skiers. Flying downhill from the 
summit, they race past the apricot, cherry 
and the apple orchards; the intermediate 
run is 550 meters long; and the beginners’ 
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level 350 meters long. 

The double-chair lift can take you directly 
to the starting point of the difficult run at 
the summit of Nanshan Mountain in eight 
minutes; the intermediate level takes four 
minutes to reach. The beginners’ run has 
three draglifts, which are extremely useful 
when the novices are worn out. 

The village has China’s first 
international-standard snowboard facilities. 
Kids can enjoy snowmobiles and sledding, 
and can also play on the Toboggan Run. 

Visitors are guaranteed enough snow 
for skiing. Powerful snow machines keep 
the thickness of the snow layer above 50 
centimeters (19.5 inches) during the season, 
which lasts until March 31. The ski school 
here features some 20 experienced coaches. 

You can rent a pair of skis in the rental 
shop at the mountain foot. 2,000 pairs of skis 
are available here, including 500 for kids. 

Where: Shengshuitou (3:7K^) Village, 
Henanzhai (>nfSS) Town, Miyun County. 

How to get there: Buses from 
Dongzhimen to the Ski Village run every 10 
minutes. 

Ski tariffs: 50 yuan per hour on 
weekdays, 70 yuan on weekends and 
holidays, 90 yuan for two hours on 
weekdays, 120 yuan on weekends and 



the Slopes 



holidays, 120 yuan for half a day on 
weekdays, 180 yuan on weekends and 
holidays, 200 yuan for a day on weekdays, 
320 yuan on weekends and holidays, 20-visit 
coupon: 1,800 yuan. 

Ski school fees: 

Two hours: 100 yuan per person, 160 
yuan for 2-3 persons, 180 yuan for 4-8 
persons; Half a day: 160 yuan per person, 
240 yuan for 2-3 persons, 300 yuan for 4-8 
persons; One day: 240 yuan per person, 
300 yuan for 2-3 person, 360 yuan for 4-8 
person. 

Rentals: 

Clothing: 30 yuan; Snowmobile: 8 yuan 
per minute; Sledding: 50 yuan for half 
an hour, 80 yuan for an hour; Toboggan: 

40 yuan per person; Double chair lift: 10 
yuan per person; DIY tools: 20 yuan per 
pack; Ski gear maintenance: 60-100 yuan 

Admittance: 20 yuan 
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\ Beijing International Airport 


' Siyuan Bridge 


Other skj resorts 
in Beijing, 

Shijinglong (5 ?jUK) Ski Resort 

Complicated terrain and broad trails here 
offer an ideal location for skiing. The trails 
are lined with trees on both sides. The red 
roofs and white snow present skiers with a 
fantastic view. Thickness of the snow layer 
varies between 11.7 inches and 39 inches. 
Double chair lift can lift up to 450 skiers 
to the summit in one hour. Beginners’ run 
features two draglifts. 

The central run is 600 meters long, 80 
meters wide and 14-19 degrees in gradient. 

How to get there: 

Bus 919 from Deshengmen to Yanqing, 
then bus 920 to Huangbaisi (ftffi#F), finally 
walk one kilometer westward. 

OR take Badaling Expressway to Yanqing, 
then turn toward Longqingxia and finally 
turn west at Huangbaisi. 

Admittance: 20 yuan 

Ski tariff: 90 yuan per hour, 200 yuan for 
half a day and 400 yuan for one day (rentals 
of ski gears and clothing included) 

Rentals: 

Snowmobile: 20 yuan per circle and 450 
yuan per hour, Ski bicycle: 80 yuan per hour, 
200 yuan for half a day and 400 yuan for 
one day, Skis and snowboard: 100 yuan per 
hour, 200 yuan for half a day and 400 yuan 
for one day. 

Snacks: 25 yuan 

Contact: Zhao Zhihua, 69191617. 

Xueshijie ( Snow World) 

This ski village is open 270 days a year. 
Xueshijie is more suitable for beginners’ 
training. Snowmobile, dog and horse driven 
sledges, coaches and rental shop are available 
here. 

Chinese and western restaurants can be 
found nearby. Some companies and families 
have chosen this ski village for ceremonies 
and tourism. 

Where: Xiaogongmen (/Jx^HX Shisanling 
Town (-f-HPUfJl), Changping County, Beijing 

How to get there: bus 345 from 
Deshengmen to ^^), then bus 3 on 
the other side of the road to Xueshijie OR 
take Badaling Expressway till exit 13A, turn 
north at Changpinghuandao, then turn left at 
Qinlingyuan. 

Admittance: 10 yuan 

Ski tariff: 80 yuan for one hour, 150 
yuan for two hours, 198 yuan for half a 
day and 360 yuan for one day (rentals 
included). 



Shijinglong Ski Resort 


Yanging # 



Huangbai Longqingxia 

Temple Gorge 


Shijinglong Ski Resort Madian Bridge 


Where to buy Ski gear and clothing 


It is not necessary to buy ski gear or cloth- 
ing before going to any of the skiing location 
mentioned above. However, if you want to 
equip yourself, only a few stores in Beijing can 
help, and only Sunwind and Kanasi sell a full 
range of ski equipment. 

Sunwind (IIS#) Outdoor Equipment 
Where: 71, Xisanhuan Beilu, Haidian Dis- 
trict (100 meters southwest to Zizhuyuan. 
Contact: 68714716. 

Kanasi (H§&* Sjf ) Sporting Company 
Where: 20, Chengfu Lu, Haidian District (at 
the newly built south gate of Beijing Language 
and Culture University). Contact: 62347271. 

Ozark also provides ski clothing and 
accessories. You can find Ozark counters in 
many large department stores in Beijing, such 
as Xidan Department Store, Shuang’an Mar- 
ket, Modern Plaza, Huamao Building of Urban 
and Rural Trade Center and Parkson Plaza. 
Contact: 67113904. 

You can also buy ski clothing in Silk Mar- 
ket, where some of the stalls can tailor ski 
clothing to your size. 
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Ski trails 

arvupd. North China 

Cuiyunshan (3^ lL| ) Ski Village 

Average temperature around this ski village in winter is 
15 centigrade below zero, and strong winds occur seldom. 
Average thickness of the snow layer is around 39 inches. 
The skiing season here lasts five months (from November 
to March). Six runs are available, and three draglifts supply 
access to the summit. 

Where: Northeast of Zhangjiakou, Hebei Province. 

How to get there: train from Yongdingmen to Zhangji- 
akou (15 yuan), then bus to Cuiyunshan (20 yuan). 

Admittance: 30 yuan per person. 

Ski tariff: 100 yuan for two hours. Rentals: 25 yuan for 
ski clothing and gloves. 

Mulanweichang (7 Ski Village 

Mulanweichang used 
to be an imperial summer 
resort. An average 1,600 
meters above sea level, it 
features typical climate 
and views of North Chi- 
na, cool and humid in 
summer, while cold and 
diy in winter. It is also a 
national forest park. Ski- 
ing through forests is an unforgettable experience. 

Where: Saihanba (S^iJK) National Forest 
Chengde, Hebei Province. 

Admittance: 25 yuan per person. 

Ski tariff: 50 yuan for one hour; 150 yuan for half a day; 
220 yuan for one day (rentals for skiing gears and draglift 
included). 

Saibei (S^t) Ski Village 

Forest coverage of this area amounts to 60 percent, fea- 
turing broad and gently sloping terrain. Ski season lasts 
120 days a year. 

Runs of different levels of difficulty adding up to a total 
length of 7,000 meters are available here. Skiers can ski 
around the clock on all the runs. Ski jumping is also avail- 
able. This ski village supplies professional runs for athletes’ 
training in summer and winter. All facilities within the ski 
village were built to meet world tournament standards. 

Where: Chongli (^TL) County, Zhangjiakou, Hebei 
Province. 

How to get there: train T667 from Beijing South Rail- 
way Station or bus from Xizhimen to Zhangjiakou (four 
hours), then bus or taxi to the ski village. 

Admittance: 30 yuan. 

Ski tariff: 60 for one hour, 110 two hours, 150 half a day 
and 300 yuan one day. Rentals: Children’s sledding: 25 for 
one hour; Ski clothing: 30 yuan for half a day and 50 yuan one 
day; Ski shades: 10 yuan 
for one day; Snowmobile: 

20 yuan for one circuit 
and 500 yuan for one 
hour; Coaches: 100-150 
yuan for one hour. 

Yabuli — 

“The most profes- 
sional ski resort” 

Yabuli was the location of the 1996 Asian Winter Games. 
Featuring eleven trails running over 40 kilometers, it also 
includes a cross-country run. Three double-chair lifts, three 
draglifts and three single-chair lifts are available. 

Besides skiing you can find many other interesting 
thing in this famous resort. The Windmill Lodge, for exam- 
ple, is a Dutch-style complex. 

Where: Yabuli, Shangzhi (fnj;£) City, Heilingjiang Prov- 
ince 

How to get there: flight XW 127 or train T17 to Harbin 
(departs Beijing at 6:20pm and get to Harbin at 7:18am, 
hard seat 158 yuan, hard sleeper 290 yuan), then bus to 
Yabuli (50 yuan, 3 hours). 

Ski tariff: 408 yuan for two days (including admittance, 
accommodation, dinners, skiing, chair lifts and service). 
Rentals: Ski gear: 200 yuan for half a day, 330 yuan for 
one day; Ski clothing: 50 yuan for half a day, 70 yuan for 
one day; Snowmobile: 60 yuan for ten minutes; Archery: 40 
yuan for ten arrows; Toboggan run: 100 yuan. Rentals be- 
tween December 31 and January 2 will be 30% higher. 


Erlongshan (h^lLi) 

Ski Resort — “Skiing 
for the masses” 

The designers have high- 
lighted the tourism function 
of this ski resort. The trails 
were built on very gentle 
slopes, and were broadened 
to guarantee enhanced se- 
curity. Two thousand skiers 
can ski simultaneously on all 
eight trails. Erlongshan is an 
ideal setting for easy holiday, 
but might not be suitable for skiing adventurers. 

Where: Erlongshan Scenic Spot, 50 kilometers east of 
Harbin. How to get there: flight XW 127 or train T17 to 
Harbin, then bus to Erlongshan. 

Ski tariff: 50 yuan for one hour, 150 yuan for half a day 
and 220 yuan for one day. Rentals: Ski gear: 230 yuan for 
half a day and 350 yuan for one day. Accommodation: 238 
yuan for a room for two, 168 yuan for a room for four, 2,400 
yuan for a villa for 11 and 6,600 yuan for a villa for 30. 

Beidahu (XbXiAjj) — Olympic village 

Beidahu features all the professional facilities that can 
be found in a modem Winter Olympics, because it is one 
of the national team’s training bases. A shooting range for 
biathlon is also available. 

Where: Songhuahu Scenic Spot, Yongji County, Jilin 
Province. How to get there: train 571 from Beijing to Jilin, 
then bus to the ski resort. The train departs Beijing at 2:34 
pm daily, and gets to Jilin at 6:35am the next morning. 

Admittance: 5 yuan. 

Rentals: Ski clothing: 30 yuan for half a day, 50 yuan 
for one day; Gloves or shades: 5 yuan for half a day and 10 
yuan for one day. 






